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                    Friday, 3rd August 2018 

Yƛŀ ƻǊŀ ǘņǘƻǳ  

 

Welcome back to term 3. 

Gala Concert 

I had the pleasure of attending the annual Gala Concert 
on Tuesday night which was held in the Holy Trinity 
Cathedral in Parnell.  It was a superb showcase of our 
talented students from year 9 through to year 13.   

I continue to be impressed by the quality of our students as they perform a 
wide range of musical and choral pieces. My thanks especially goes to the 
staff who made this evening possible and lead the groups such as Mrs 
Christine Myhre, Mrs Celia Finn and our itinerant staff, and the many other 
staff helping with the organisation of the evening. 

I wish our music groups well in the KBB Festival next week. 

Student Wellbeing 

The start of the term has been challenging for obvious reasons. Again, I 
would like to thank people ς staff, parents and other members of our wider 
community ς for their support through this time. 

!ǎ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΦ  
Whether it is in relation to recent events or more general concerns, or 
questions about your child, please feel welcoƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 5Ŝŀƴ 
or Assistant Dean.  They can answer most questions and if not, will direct you 
to someone in the college who can. 

Community Consultation 

As indicated in an earlier newsletter, the Board of Trustees is conducting a 
community consultation this term as part of its 4-yearly strategic planning.                
I have enclosed information about this process later in this newsletter.  More 
information will be provided to parents when the process starts formally.             
The Board and I look forward to hearing your opinions on the college and 
how it is serving your child(ren). 

You Are Responsible 

In assemblies this term, we will be talking about students managing their preparation for assessments, especially 
as we progress to school exams later this term and NCEA exams in term 4.  We will talk about study techniques and 
also students managing their own wellbeing. 

Managing Phones 

A common concern amongst parents is the amount of time spent online, especially on a phone, by our young adults.  
Research shows that this is still increasing and is an issue identified by Tim Cook, the CEO of Apple.   

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

               

August 

4 Parent and Student Open Day 

(9am-12pm, Hall) 

6-11 KBB Festival  

11 Alumni ς Decade Reunion        

¢ƘŜ улΩǎ (7pm-12am) 

15 Board of Trustees Meeting 

(6pm-9pm, Boardroom) 

16 Taurere ²Ƙņƴŀǳ Meeting 

(6:30pm-8:30pm, Staffroom) 

 

September 

6 Parents Association Meeting 

(7pm-9pm, Staffroom) 

11 Whanau BBQ                

(6:30pm-8:30pm, Staffroom) 

19 Board of Trustees Meeting 

(6pm-9pm, Boardroom) 

23 Fun Run/Walk (9:45am-1pm) 

23-25 Duke of Edinburgh Gold 

Practice Journey (All Day) 

 

 (For a full list of upcoming events, 
please see the calendar on the     

college website.) 

mailto:info@gdc.school.nz
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I recently saw a webpage providing some apps that can help people (including adults) to manage their phone usage.  
The idea is to leverage their technology to help with this. I have attached a link to this page, which recommends six 
different apps.  I have not used these and so cannot vouch for their effectiveness, but an initial read of them looks 
encouraging.  Good luck.  

https://www.inc.com/jeremy-goldman/6-apps-to-stop-your-smartphone-addiction.html 
 
bƎņ ƳƛƘƛ ƴǳƛΣ 
Richard Dykes 
Principal 
 

 

Term Dates 2019 

Parents / Caregivers, below are the term dates for 2019.  This information is also available on the college website. 

Term 1 Wednesday, 30 January to Friday, 12 April 

Term 2 Monday, 29 April to Friday, 5 July 

Term 3 Monday, 22 July to Friday, 27 September 

Term 4 Monday, 14 October to Thursday, 5 December 

 
 

2019 Course Selection for Current Year 9 Students 
 

Please note that all current Year 9 students should have selected their year 10 option subjects via the school 
portal by 9am ς Monday, 13 August 2018.  The portal will close for course selection thereafter. 
 

Mr Praveen Chand, Deputy Principal 
 
 

Changes to the Bus Timetables 

We are aware that the change of bus routes and times this term has had a number of problems including 
overcrowding, students not being picked up and buses not following the correct route.  I have been in almost daily 
contact with Auckland Transport to relay these concerns and advocate for the service to be of an acceptable 
standard. 
 

Auckland Transport planners met on Wednesday to resolve the issues they have been informed of.  An initial 
response was ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ΨΩŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ they will provide feedback in due course.  At the time of 
writing, no response had yet been received. 
 

As soon as we receive any information, an email will be sent to parents.  It is extremely unlikely that the buses 
will come at the later time on a Wednesday morning due to buses now servicing both Glendowie College and 
Sacred Heart College, which does not have a late start.  The college library is open daily from 8:30am, so students 
can use that space prior to school starting on a Wednesday. 
 

We apologise for the continued uncertainty with the buses.  If there are any on-going issues, please either contact 
NZ Bus direct (Phone: 09 355 3553) or myself on rob@gdc.school.nz, and your concerns will be conveyed to 
Auckland Transport. 
 

Mr Gordon Robertson, Deputy Principal 
 

mailto:info@gdc.school.nz
http://www.gdc.school.nz/
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On-line Payments now possible through the Parent and Student Portal 
We are pleased to advise that you can now make on-line payments through this Portal.   You can choose the specific 
charges to be paid and pay using a credit card or internet banking.  Just login to the Portal and choose the Financial 
tab.  Full instructions are available here. 
 

We will be resending by email the username and password information that you need to login to the Portal.   
 

As well as the payments facility, the portal also gives you real time information from our Student Management 
System such as attendance, timetable, NCEA progress and reports.  Please do take a look. 

 

If you prefer, payment by cash, cheques, EFT-POS, and credit card can still be made at the Accounts Office or by 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ōŀƴƪ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ 12-3027-0364377-00.  To ensure the money is correctly allocated, 
please ensure that you provide the following: 
  
Particulars:        Student Name or Student ID 
Code:                  Student form class 
Reference:         What is being paid for 
 
If you have any account or payment queries, please contact Mrs Bernadette Hyde on 09 575 9128 ext 117 or 
hyd@gdc.school.nz  
 

Ms Lisa Davis-Miller, Business Manager 
 
 

NZQA Fees ς Payment Deadline 
 

NZQA fees must be paid for students to have their results recorded on their Record of Achievement and to receive 
certificates.  
 

Please ensure that these are paid before Friday, 17 August 2018.   
 

Please refer to the above section about the portal for details of how you can make this payment. 
 

Mr Praveen Chand, Deputy Principal 
 
  

Study Pass 

Study Pass revision guides are now available to be purchased through the 
school. The following titles are available: 
 

¶ NCEA Level 1 Mathematics 

¶ NCEA Level 2 Mathematics 

¶ NCEA Level 3 Calculus 

¶ NCEA Level 3 Statistics 
 

The packs include a set of fold-out notes and previous examination 
questions with worked answers. They cost $22 and payments can be 
made through Accounts. 
 
 

 
 

mailto:info@gdc.school.nz
http://www.gdc.school.nz/
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KBB Festival 
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Honours Orchestra ς KBB Festival  

Congratulations to Mayna Tse (Year 12), Damon Herlihy-O'Brien (Year 10) and Callum Collier (Year 12) who have 
been selected to play in the Honours Orchestra of the KBB Festival on Friday, 10 August 2018 at 8.00 pm at Holy 
Trinity Cathedral.  Admission is free 

Mrs Christine Myhre, Arts Faculty 
 
 

Alumni ς ¢ƘŜ улΩǎ 5ŜŎŀŘŜ wŜǳƴƛƻƴ 
 

 

 

WERE YOU AT GLENDOWIE COLLEGE IN 

THE 80'S? 
 

AN 80'S DECADE REUNION SATURDAY, 

11 AUGUST 2018  AT 7PM        
 

TICKETS ON SALE - $35 
 

 
 

 

For more information, please visit the Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/events/1023738371160454/                                                                  
or email: alumni@gdc.school.nz. 
 

Mrs Caroline MacKenzie, Alumni Advancement Officer 
 
 

Middle Years Programme (MYP) ς International Baccalaureate  
 

WHAT ARE THE APPROACHES TO LEARNING (ATL) FOR MYP? 
 

 

Through the Approaches to Learning 
(ATL) in MYP, students develop skills 
that are planned for, taught and 
integrated in the process of learning. 
The goal of ATL is to help our students 
άƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴέ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
curriculum. These skills provide a 
foundation to help students prepare 
for, and demonstrate learning through 
a common language. The ATL provides 

an opportunity for students to develop the self-knowledge of their strengths and weaknesses and skills they need, 
to enjoy a lifetime of learning.  The ATL skills reflect and connect with the New Zealand Curriculum Key 
Competencies and provide a more specific set of tools for learning for students.  
 

Click on the link to view a short clip with more information on Approaches to Learning. 
 

Mrs Sharon Hewetson, Deputy Principal 
 

mailto:info@gdc.school.nz
http://www.gdc.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1023738371160454/
mailto:alumni@gdc.school.nz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=etYQU3KoS8o&list=PLhy-YjD7iFlFtA92WqPxm0xpmaPywcHIW
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Community Consultation Process 

5ŜŀǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ /ŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƘņƴŀǳΣ 

Every four years, the Glendowie College Board of Trustees conducts a community consultation that feeds into its 
strategic planning cycle. 

This year the Board has commissioned a research company ς Buzz Channel ς  to undergo a research study in order 
ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 

The aim of this initiative is to engage with our community ς parents, students and staff members ς to better 
understand how we are meeting your needs as well as what we can do to improve our services, systems, processes 
and communication.  

We are excited about the engagement initiative and the insights it will deliver to help the school to better 
collaborate with the community and ensure students continue excelling and experiencing rich, varied and 
meaningful learning opportunities. 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ǿŜ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ 
strategic development. 

Who will be managing this engagement process? 

Glendowie College has commissioned Buzz Channel, an independent specialist NZ research company to undertake 
this engagement project. Buzz Channel is a community engagement specialist with extensive experience in the 
education sector and evaluating feedback from students, parents and school stakeholders. 

Click here ǘƻ ǎŜŜ .ǳȊȊ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ 

 

What is involved in this engagement initiative? 

The engagement initiative will comprise four stages: 

  

Stage 1: 

Conduct focus 
groups & workshops 

with parents, 
students and staff 

members

Stage 2: 

Conduct online 
surveys with 

parents, students 
and staff members

Stage 3: 

Analyse qualitative 
and quantitative 

findings

Stage 4: 

Present the findings 
back to the Board

mailto:info@gdc.school.nz
http://www.gdc.school.nz/
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¶ Stage 1 ς Buzz Channel to conduct qualitative focus groups and/or workshops with parents, students, and staff 
members in the week commencing Monday, 20 August 2018. The aim of this stage is to explore the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ DƭŜƴŘƻǿƛŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
school could improve upon and any suggestions or recommendations for continuous improvement. 

¶ Stage 2 ς Buzz Channel to run online surveys with all parents, students, and staff members in the week 
commencing Monday, 10 September 2018.  The aim of this stage is to apply findings and insights from the 
previous qualitative stage using an online survey to gather feedback from the entire community and obtain a 
ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ώǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜϐ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪΣ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŜǿǎ. 

¶ Stage 3 ς Buzz Channel to analyse all feedback to create a report around the key findings and recommendations 
from the community.  

¶ Stage 4 ς Glendowie College Board of Trustees to consider the feedback of the community consultation and 
work with the college to develop its next four-year strategic plan.  This will include sharing insights and strategic 
directions with parents and the wider community. 

 

This engagement initiative will commence in August and will continue throughout August and September 2018.  

As part of this engagement process, Buzz Channel will invite the Glendowie College community (parents, staff and 
students) to provide feedback by participating in the focus groups/workshops and also through the online survey. 
Accordingly, we would like to pass on your email contact details to Buzz Channel to ensure they can conduct their 
research objectively, accurately and independently. 

As you are aware, Glendowie College takes privacy very seriously and Buzz Channel, a professional research 
business, takes participant privacy and security as seriously as we do. 

If you would like a copy of Buzz Channel privacy and data security policy, please contact Ben Parsons, Buzz Channel 
Managing Director, on 09 379 8920. 

If you would like to opt out of this engagement process, and not have your contact details passed on to Buzz 
Channel, or if you do not consent for your child(ren) to participate in the student focus groups and/or online survey, 
please advise us at won@gdc.school.nz by Friday, 10 August 2018. 

Buzz Channel is a member of the Research Association NZ and adheres to the code of practice regarding participant 
ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΣ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻŘŜ 
of ethics here. 

 

What do I need to do? 

Please be on the lookout for an invite to participate in a focus group and/or workshop. 

Invitations for focus groups and workshops will go out between Monday, 13 August and Thursday, 16 August 2018.  
The focus groups and workshops will be held at Glendowie College between Monday, 20 August and Thursday, 23 
August 2018. 

If you have any questions on this entire process, please do not hesitate to contact us at won@gdc.school.nz  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Richard Dykes   Steve Collier 
Principal   Board Chairperson 
Glendowie College  Glendowie College Board of Trustees 

mailto:info@gdc.school.nz
http://www.gdc.school.nz/
mailto:won@gdc.school.nz
http://www.researchassociation.org.nz/resources/Documents/RANZ%20Code%20of%20Practice%20July%202015%20final.pdf
mailto:won@gdc.school.nz
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tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 
 

The Glendowie Parents Association Fundraising team have been rather busy.  
Let's check in to see what they have been up to. 

 

Mamma Mia Movie Night 

The Mamma Mia Movie Night was a huge success with a few thrills and spills - our own Abba Troup, a wee faint 

and lots of laughter. The students were out in force too.  
 

 

 
Planting Day for School Quad 
Our planting day is still scheduled for Late August - potentially 26 August. We need eager beavers with a trowel and 
gardening gloves, and a few burly blokes to shift some mulch/soil. SIGN UP NOW. Look at the progress our 
contractors have made already in the Student Quad Angels. 
 

 
 

Please click here for Planting Day Sign Up 

 

mailto:info@gdc.school.nz
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Fun Run / Walk 

HELP NEEDED 

 Seeking volunteers on the day - to Marshall the race course, registration tent takers, 
serve at our Cafe. 

 Days before - registration tent. baking for our cafe, handing out flyers and giving out 
posters to local schools and community groups.  

 Sponsorship - if your business can sponsor a raffle item, or cash donation - please email 
us.  

 

Either email us or volunteer at https://www.trybooking.co.nz/227 and we will be in touch. 
 

See ya next time in the staffroom, next meeting is the Thursday 6 September!!!  

https://www.facebook.com/GlendowieCollegeParentsAssociation/ or Gdcparents@gmail.com  

Upcoming Events & Fundraisers 

Timeless Photography Portrait Offer Last Chance https://www.trybooking.co.nz/CE 

Planting Bee    Term 2   26 August (Sun) https://www.trybooking.co.nz/DQ 

Fun Run  Term 3   23 September (Sun) https://www.trybooking.co.nz/227  

        https://www.trybooking.co.nz/CE 
 

Sara Haddon, Chairperson & Fundraising Angel  
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