glendowie news
Friday, 11th May 2018

Kia ora tātou,
Upcoming Events:

Welcome back to term 2.
Last Wednesday, I had the pleasure of attending the Prime Minister’s Top
Scholar Awards. This ceremony recognises students who come top in
their subject across New Zealand, or who get three or more outstanding
scholarships.
In 2017, Cameron Kelso came top in the Media Studies scholarship exam and
so received an award from the Minister of Education – Mr Chris Hipkins. This
is a well-deserved honour for Cameron, and his family who also attended the
ceremony. Below is a photo of Cameron and his family with our local MP,
Simon O’Connor, who also attended to celebrate Cameron’s success.

May
12-14

Duke of Edinburgh Silver
Journey

16

Board of Trustees Meeting
(6pm-9pm, Boardroom)

17

2019 China Trip Information
Evening (6:30pm-7:30pm,
Staffroom)

21

Parent/Teacher/Student
Interviews (3pm-8pm)

22

Book Night (4:30pm-6pm,
Library)

26

School Ball (7pm-12am)

28

Parent/Teacher/Student
Interviews (3pm-8pm)

Over the holidays, four of our students spoke on behalf of the college at two
ANZAC ceremonies. Deanna Louis and Azita Nafissi spoke at St Heliers Bay,
and Samuel Cogger and Harry Copeland spoke at St Andrews Village.

June
5

Careers Expo
(3:30pm-7:00pm, Hall)

We received a lot of positive feedback from members of the public about
how well the students spoke, including requests for copies of their speeches.
The speech from Deanna and Azita is included in the later part of the
newsletter. It is great to see our students serve their community and do so
to a high standard. Congratulations to all four students.

7

Cross Country (whole day)

7

Parents’ Association Meeting
(7pm-9pm, Staffroom)

16-17

Junior Underwater Hockey
Tournament

19

Whanau BBQ (6:30pm-8:30pm,
Staffroom)

20

Board of Trustees Meeting
(6pm-9pm, Boardroom)

This week we recognised the years 12 and 13 students who gained an
excellence endorsement for their NCEA in 2017. As the numbers were so
high, we had to extend the senior assembly. Congratulations to the students
who were recognised, and to all students who achieved their goals for 2017.
Winter sports started last week. Thank you to the many volunteers who
support our students to coach or manage these teams. Your contribution
makes a huge and positive difference to our school and students. I know our
1st XI Girl’s football team won their first game against Diocesan, and that the
Premier netball team are going well in their grading games.

(For a full list of upcoming events,
please see the calendar on the
college website.)

Good luck to all of our students playing this season. I look forward to seeing
the students and their families courtside and field-side through the term.
Ngā mihi nui,
R Dykes
Principal
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Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews
Bookings for Parent/Subject Teacher/Student Interviews will open at 9:00am on Monday 14 May 2018.
The dates for the interviews are:



Monday 21 May
Monday 28 May

3:00pm – 8:00pm
3:00pm – 8:00pm

Please note that the original date for the second interview was Tuesday 29 May. It had to be changed to Monday
28 May due to the Post Primary Teachers Association (PPTA) informing us of a paid union meeting on Tuesday
29 May. Please see information below on next page.
These interviews are with the subject teachers. Discussions will include progress in assessments to date, progress
towards NCEA, and discussion of the term 1 key competencies report.
Report evenings for Parents/Guardians and students will be held in a number of classrooms centred around the
library. We strongly recommend that students also attend the conference, as it is about them and their learning.
Interview times are 5 minutes to enable parents to meet more of their child(ren)'s teachers. Should more time be
required in special cases, a separate meeting or phone conversation can be organised between staff and parents.
To book Parent/Subject Teacher/Student interview appointments:
1.

Go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz (after 9:00am on Monday 14 May 2018)

2.

Input the schools unique code zqbt2 on the Home Page.

3.

You can make appointments with up to 7 subject teachers. The Deans, Guidance Counsellors and Careers team
are also available for interviews.

Please note:


School will finish at at 1:40pm on Monday 21 May 2018, and 1:40pm on Monday 28 May 2018. Unfortunately,
Auckland Transport no longer change times of school runs, students who normally catch a bus will either have
to use public buses or wait for the school buses at the normal time.



There will be a few computers made available to students at school who might not have internet access at
home. They can use them to make appointments.



When making appointments, it is advisable to have at a gap between appointments to facilitate the movement
between rooms.



The bookings website will close at 9:00am on Monday, 21 May 2018 for interviews that day. It will re-open at
9:00am on Tuesday, 22 May 2018 to enable further bookings for interviews on Monday, May 28 2018 and
close again at 9:00am on Monday, 28 May 2018.

Thank you for your co-operation.
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PPTA Union Meeting – Tuesday, 29 May 2018 from 1pm to 3:20pm
Please note in your family calendars that due to a PPTA paid union meeting, the school will finish at 12:40pm on
Tuesday, 29 May 2018. This meeting will involve a number of schools across Auckland as it is part of the Teachers
Union collective agreement.
There will be supervision by non-PPTA members of students remaining at the school for whom no alternative
arrangements can be made. Unfortunately, Auckland Transport no longer change times of school runs, students
who normally catch a bus will either have to use public buses or wait for the school buses at the normal time.
We apologised for any inconvenience caused by this contracted Union Meeting.

Information Evening – China Trip 2019
For students and parents who are interested in finding out more about Glendowie College's biennial trip to China
in 2019, please come along to the information evening.
When:
Time:
Where:
Who:

Thursday, 17 May 2018
6:30pm
Staff Room
Preference is given to those students who will be studying Business Studies, Economics and
Mandarin at the senior level in 2019 (Years 11,12 & 13).

We look forward to seeing you there.
Mrs B Rothbart, Social Science Faculty

New Zealand Association of Language Teachers (NZALT) Competition
Please share this link with your friends and the wider community, so our students can win a prize. Please look for
our school name, and we have two entries.
Here is the link for the Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/pg/NZALTCOMPETITION2018/posts/?ref=page_internal
You have two weeks until Sunday, 20 May 2018 – 5:00pm to ‘like’ and ‘share’ the videos of our TWO Spanish groups
on the allocated facebook page. The two entries with the most ‘likes’ and ‘shares’ will win two of the four prize
packs to the value of $250!
Thank you in advance for your help.
Ms G Santosuosso, Languages Faculty

Have you seen the new look of our fee portal?
Here you can see all fees charged and paid for your child(ren). In the near future, we plan to take payments via this
portal. We will keep you informed as to when this will be up and running.
In the meantime, if you wish to make a payment via internet banking, our Account No. is 12 3027 0364377 00.
Please remember to state the Student Name or ID Number, and what you are paying for.
Mrs B Hyde, Accounts Administrator
phone: +64 9 575 9128
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Lament of the Glendowie College Parents’ Association 2018
This year the Parents’ Association is all about creating awareness and getting noticed in our community to enhance
our fundraising efforts.

The Teachers’ Dinner (Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews)
Pay it forward, a good deed and much used current phrase
How can our GDC community join this on trend craze?
The teachers are getting hungry, to our teenagers they chat
So hungry, they are drooling at the chair where they’re sat
Gather your pots, baking trays and whip up your signature dish
Grant the Parents’ Association fairy godmother’s very own wish
A buffet banquet of deliciousness and hot and spicy meat
To fill the tummies of our hard working teachers – their well-earned dinner to eat.
Sign up to help on Monday, 28 May 2018. We are looking for cooks to create dishes for the night.
https://www.trybooking.co.nz/CJ

Our Facebook Page
Phones glued to our ears and fingers tap tapping
Let's make some noise and get our community clapping
The Parents’ Association has joined the revolution
Facebook is the latest communication solution
Follow, like and share our information filled pages
Come check us out – You know it's been ages
To entice all the slackers, we have a prize of some maccas
No no it's much more – a Timeless family photo shoot worth about $800 smackers
Comment, share and like our page – with all of your might
And this incredible prize is in your eyesight.
Follow us now for current promotions, fundraising events and information.
https://www.facebook.com/GlendowieCollegeParentsAssociation/

Mamma Mia 2 Movie Fundraiser
The Movie Mamma Mia 2 is coming – it's time to party in Mission Bay
We booked 3 whole theatres – so come out and play
One just for students – imagine the crazy fun to be had
Dressed in your ABBA glam, it's going to be rad
For the older movie goer – get off the couch on a winter's night
Joins us for drinks and nibbles to bite
Fun prizes and raffles to be won
Get your mates, crew, squad and buddies, come join in the fun.
Get your ticket now – they will sell out, https://www.trybooking.co.nz/DZ
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Quad Planting Event
The student quad has been flattened with strong demolition
And now the Parents’ Association have a James Bond like planting mission
Searching out the strong, to dig and plant with their huge muscles
The gardening geeks who know their plants from their veggies like brussels
One Sunday Term 3, depending on our insightful weatherman, please keep it free
from all other plans
Our bribe – is the feeling of giving something back, and a BBQ sausage as you rest
on ya back!
The bigger the crew the faster we can get this job done – early Term 3 – sign up now:
https://www.trybooking.co.nz/DQ
Join the Parents Association in the staffroom, next meeting is the Thursday, 7 June 2018!!!
Sara Haddon, Chairperson Parents’ Association
phone: +64 9 575 9128

email: info@gdc.school.nz
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Market Day

Last Friday, 4 May 2018, we had our very first Market Day for 2018 run by Year 10 Enterprise Studies students.
Students were required to carry out an inquiry on the impact the entrepreneurs’ decisions have on people and/or
the environment. They brainstormed business ideas, carried out research, made business decisions, created
business plans and implemented their plan as the Market Day venture. The thirteen student-run businesses
successfully set up their stalls and served their expectant customers, allowing the young entrepreneurs to gain an
experiential learning. The products served ranged from authentic products like PokeBawls, Sushi, Chicken Katsu to
treats such as Waffles, Smores, Cookie Dough, Popcorn and more.
The student-run business PokeBawls would like to extend
their gratitude and appreciation to their sponsors:
- Countdown Onehunga for a generous donation of $100
- Tegel Chicken for providing delicious free-range chicken
- Innocent packaging for providing sustainable eco-friendly
packaging
PokeBawls are proud to announce they were able to
successfully run a sustainable business venture and will be
donating $56.20 (30% of the profits) to New Zealand
Sustainable Coastlines. Kevin Cao, CEO of PokeBawls,
acknowledges that without the help of their sponsors, it
would have been very challenging to reach their business
goals of running a sustainable business venture and support the New Zealand Sustainable Coastlines.
We are looking forward to our next Year 10 Market Day at the end of this term, it will be bigger with 21 student
companies setting up their stalls to implement their business plans. Watch this space for more.
Ms P Harduar, Social Science Faculty
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Sports Update
Climbing
5th and 6th of May 2018 marked the start of the National
Championship season for youth and adult climbers.
The Lead Climbing competition format engages all athletes in
2 rounds of qualifiers. The climbs are shown to athletes before
the competition commences by video and the video remains
visible during that part of the competition. Athletes can see
one another compete and they will often be found passing on
their experiences to other athletes as the competition
progresses. There are 8 athletes, per age and gender category,
with those attaining the highest combined score proceeding to
finals.
Athletes competing in finals enter isolation 30 minutes before the start of the finals commencing. The groups are
then lead out to view their respective climb for a few minutes before heading back to ISO. The climbing order is in
reverse qualification (lowest to highest). The climber who reaches the highest point in an allocated 6-minute
timeframe wins the event. Two Glendowie College students competed over the weekend and performed admirably:



Niamh Montgomery (year 12) came 6th in Youth A
Lukas Blenkinsopp (year 13) finished 2nd in the Junior section

Congratulations to both Niamh and Lukas.

Swimming
Year 11 student, Sean Gibbs, recently competed in the National Age
Group Swimming Champs (NAGS) held from 17-21 April 2018 at AUT
Millenium on the North Shore. This is the event on the swimming
calendar for age grade swimmers and Sean’s training regime had
built over the first term with this as a focus.
Sean qualified for several events including the 50 freestyle, 100
freestyle, 200 freestyle, 50 butterfly and 100 butterfly. Sean was
also asked to represent the Harlequins A (Auckland team) in the 4 x
200 freestyle relay team, which was also held during the event.
Sean had a great week at the Nationals reaching finals in all his events. Heats were held in the mornings with finals
raced that evening for podium places.
Sean gained 5th place finishes in 50 Freestyle, 50 Butterfly and 100 Butterfly and just missed the podium with a 4th
in the 200 Freestyle. With a time of 54.81s, Sean gained a Bronze Medal in the 100m Freestyle. With this result,
Sean has qualified to compete at the NZ Open Nationals later this year. This is a fantastic opportunity for Sean as
the Opens also double as a selection meet for the Junior Pan Pacific Swimming Championships and the Junior
Olympics being held later this year.

Information
Please encourage students to check the Sports Noticeboard for information over the next 2-3 weeks. As the winter
seasons get underway, there are often a number of venue and time changes to draws and training schedules.
Mr J Adams, Sports Co-ordinator
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World Sport Stacking Championships in Orlando, Florida, USA
Gryffen King and Tate King, both year 12 students,
are members of the 2018 NZ Black Stacks team
which has recently returned from a very
successful World Sport Stacking Championships in
the USA. The team came back with 37 medals and
one trophy!
Gryffen and Tate returned with a Bronze medal
each. A fantastic result after all the hard work they
have both put into sport stacking. Well done
Gryffen and Tate!

Year 13PHE Tennis Tournament
The Year 13PHE students recently competed in the Annual Year
13PHE Tennis Tournament at Scarbro Tennis Centre. The Year
13PHE class have been improving their tennis skills during term
one at Glendowie Tennis Club under the experienced Head
Coach Adriano Carvalho.
This year’s men's single winner was Alexander Duff and
women's single winner was Jasmine Gedye. Well done to both
students and a big thank you to Scarbro Tennis Centre for
hosting the tournament, also thanks to Adriano Carvalho for his
coaching and Glendowie Tennis Club for the use of their
facilities.
Ms F Smith, Health and Physical Education Faculty

‘Rockquest’ Contestants
Year 10 students, Bella Bavin, Rina Mori, James Eskildsen,
Damon Herlihy-O'Brien, Leo Spykerman performed a song
written by the group, ‘Ragaire’. It was a great performance
and we wish them well as they prepare for the Regionals of
Rockquest.
Mrs C Myhre, Arts Faculty
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Tangaroa House Charity Beach Clean Up
Tangaroa House would like to invite you and your friends/family along to their
Charity Beach Clean Up hosted by Sustainable Coastlines on Sunday, 27 May
2018 at Tahuna Torea, Riddell Road (near Roberta Reserve) at 11:30am.
(Please note the date has changed due to the poor weather forecast for the
13 May 2018).
The ocean is downstream from everywhere. When we drop litter or leave
rubbish lying around, wind and water carry it out to sea. When it rains, litter
on our streets gets washed into drains and flows through underground storm
water pipes to streams, lagoons, estuaries and the sea, littering our coastlines
and filling up our oceans with plastic. Sustainable Coastlines promotes that
we use fewer products that create rubbish and dispose of what we use
carefully, so that we can keep our coasts the way they should be: litter free. The choices we make have a huge
effect on the health of our oceans. Not littering, putting rubbish in the bin and following the four ‘R’s are easy ways
to sustain our beaches. The four ‘R’s are: REFUSE, REDUCE, REUSE AND RECYLE. For the rubbish that is already on
our beaches, the answer is simple: we can pick it up! Come and get involved in the hands-on solution!
If you are interested in attending the Beach Clean Up, please complete the expression of interest survey:
https://goo.gl/forms/FenpjZY1tA7DYuJr2
The itinerary for the Beach Clean Up is as follows:
 11:00am: Key staff/students to arrive to set up
 11:30am: Registrations open
 12:00noon: Health and Safety Briefing and a few words from organisers
 1:45pm:
Return to home base for photos, gathering rubbish and clean-up
 2:00pm:
Lunch and wrap up
What to bring:
 Closed-toe sturdy shoes, such as sneakers, sports shoes or tramping boots are required for participation.
Gumboots are not allowed. Coastal terrain can be challenging with rocks that can be sharp, loose and slippery.
 Warm and waterproof clothes: NZ weather is unpredictable. Bring at least one warm top layer and a rain jacket.
 Sun hat and sun cream
 Reusable water bottle (filled-up and ready to go)
 Snacks
 Camera (optional)

Ms F Smith, Tangaroa House Dean
phone: +64 9 575 9128
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ANZAC Day Services
Azita Nafissi and Deanna Louis (year 13 students) gave the address
at the St Heliers Bay ANZAC Service. The focus was about legacy and
relevancy to all New Zealanders. Please see Azita’s and Deanna’s
speech below. In addition, Samuel Cogger and Harry Copeland (year
13 students) spoke at St Andrews Village.
A special thank you to Colin Davis from the Orakei Local Board who
provided our students with this wonderful opportunity to connect
with the local community.
Ms B Rothbart, Year 13 Teacher in Charge
100 years ago, after 4 years of fighting, World War 1 finally ended. On 11 November 1918, we celebrated
Armistice Day. It is easy to remember the year as a year of loss. Young men and women, only at the beginning
of their lives went seeking adventure, and few returned. Eighteen thousand New Zealand soldiers had lost their
lives and tens of thousands lost limbs. By December, a further 9000 people had died from a fatal spread of
influenza here in Auckland. The idea of war holds a great paradox. How such destruction and violence can
catalyse the advancement of science and medicine, and act as a stage for extreme heroic and altruistic qualities.
Today we remember the loss but also the gain; the freedom that we were granted through the sacrifice of these
soldiers and their families and the unity we displayed as a small yet powerful nation. For in unity there will always
be victory. Many of these men were not New Zealanders by birth but had undeniable ANZAC spirit. Today is a
day for all New Zealanders. And as the ANZAC soldiers came from all parts of the world to fight and fall across
the globe, we remember that to be a New Zealander is not to be born here, but to share in the responsibility of
upholding our history.
On the other side of the world lies a town whose liberation relied upon the brave and victorious feat of the
ANZACs. A week before Armistice Day, hundreds of New Zealand soldiers dauntlessly embarked on their last
major act of the first world war, one that would save the people and town of Les Quesnoy in France. The town
had been held by German forces for nearly the entire war. ANZAC forces were tasked with liberating Les Quesnoy,
and were faced with the immense challenge of surmounting the towering wall that surrounded it. Rather than
choosing to destroy the wall, they used ropes and ladders so that the town and its civilians could be preserved,
despite there being only one point along this wall where their 30ft ladder could reach to the top. It was at that
point 2nd lieutenant Leslie Averill, in an act of true courage, began to mount the ladder, rung by rung drawing
closer to the top. Within seconds he was peering over the edge with no knowledge of what awaited him on the
other side. This moment of intense vulnerability, marked one of the greatest points in the history of New Zealand.
Although we lost 135 soldiers during the liberation, not a single civilian was harmed.
The legacy of this day lives on in Les Quesnoy. Our flag is hoisted throughout their streets which bear names such
as Rue Neo-Zelandais, Rue de Dr Averill, and even Rue All Blacks. In each corner of the world that our soldiers
have travelled, they have left small traces of their gallantry. A part of New Zealand lives in Les Quesnoy. The spirit
of the ANZACs and all the soldiers who lost their lives defending our country is very much alive in New Zealand,
in the form of our freedom, and the courage and strength we have as a nation. The ground beneath our feet has
been leveled by those that stood before us and those that fought for us. They walked over all the landmines, they
crawled through the muddy trenches, they endured nights, days, years in danger. And today, today we are safe.
The physical and economical security that New Zealand was able to develop from 1918 onwards is a fortune that
can never be taken for granted. Moments such as today are essential in acknowledging how grateful we are to
the members of the military who fought a hundred years ago and fight for us still. For today, ANZAC Day, is a
place where the we can mount the ladder of Les Quesnoy and peer into the lives and toil of those who fought, to
understand their story, and continue their legacy.
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“What is a legacy? It’s planting seeds in a garden you never get to see.” So many lives were lost in the first world
war, men and women died for peace they would never experience. When we go about our day to day lives, we
have them to thank for our safety and security. And their legacy stretches out across the globe.
Over 30,000 war graves for New Zealand soldiers have been identified across 79 countries. Our soldiers, often
buried near to where they fell, leave their legacy across the globe. From the trenches of Gallipoli to the fields of
France, their courage, their determination, their pride and their love formed a spirit that has and continues to
define us as a nation. Our people rest in the land that they once considered enemy territory, they lie beside men
that they once considered enemies. In the words of Mustafa Ataturk, former president of Turkey: “Those heroes
that shed their blood and lost their lives, you are now lying in the soil of a friendly country”. My great-great
grandfather Albert Orchard was a medic serving on the Western Front during the first world war. He was working
in a field one day when he stopped to admire some bluebells, flowers which symbolise gratitude and humility.
When he stepped away from the patch of flowers, a bomb hit, destroying the ground he had stood on only
moments ago. I lived most of my life having no idea that this event was part of my personal history, but in
remembering this moment, even though it was long before my birth, I can continue Albert’s legacy, and his story
has truly become part of my own. A reminder to take the time to be grateful for beauty amidst the conflict and
chaos of the world.
We live in a material world of constant change and impermanence. Great infrastructures crumble, mighty
civilisations come to an end, people live and die. We know we cannot live forever, but as proud citizens of this
country we are gifted with the ability to create something that will; a legacy. The life of a legacy, lies in our hands,
we can choose to keep the legacy of the ANZACs and all New Zealand soldiers alive. It is so easy for these moments
to be lost in the stress and swift speed of our lives, but it is so important that we slow down on this day and
cherish that their moments of strife gained us freedom. Without them today, we would never have had our
tomorrow. And for that I am grateful to be alive. “Stay close to anything that makes you glad you’re alive.”- these
words from the Persian prophet Hafiz have always held much meaning for me. When I was given the opportunity
to speak here today, my initial thoughts were worried ones. I worried because I do not have any blood ties to Kiwi
soldiers, while my grandfather was a soldier, he was not a New Zealand soldier. But then I thought again; “Stay
close to anything that makes you glad you’re alive”, these words held the answer to my worries. Because today,
I couldn’t be more proud to be a New Zealander. The pride, courage and success of our nation is what makes me
glad I am alive. And yet, this could never have been so without the remarkable men and women who have fought
to protect and strengthen the New Zealand Spirit. The sacrifices and endeavours of the soldiers who fought in
Gallipoli, France, South Africa, Vietnam, Afghanistan - they make me glad to be alive. And more importantly, to
be alive here in New Zealand.
Today we are reminded of the need to preserve history. Later this year, a memorial museum is being established
in Les Quesnoy to mark the centenary of the liberation of the town by New Zealand soldiers. This site in Europe
is where the never to be forgotten stories of courage and sacrifice can be told. For the stories of our soldiers are
too important to be restricted to our shores. The commemoration of ANZAC Day both in our country and others
remains imperative to the survival of these soldiers’ memories. The lives that ANZAC’s have touched are a
continuation of ANZAC lives we have lost. And in our commemoration, we are a continuation of their legacy.
Each year, we place a new ladder against the walls of history, and endeavour to capture a moment in time, saving
it for future generations we may never meet, for as William Faulkner said, “History is not was, it is.” To be postwar does not mean we are past war. Today we thank our soldiers and their families for the freedom we have
been granted in their sacrifice. Today we have collective freedom, and personal freedom; freedom of choice.
Today we choose to remember. Lest we forget.
Azita Nafissi and Deanna Louis, Year 13 students
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Glendowie College Rowing

Celebrate ‘Book Night 2018’

To celebrate the joy of reading, Glendowie College Library will be participating in the nationwide ‘Book Night’ on
Tuesday, 22 May 2018 at the library from 4:30pm – 6:00pm. Younger siblings are welcome to come along in the
care of their older siblings.
This year, we will be raising funds to support Middlemore Hospital's ‘Jammies in June’. If you have any questions,
please contact Ms J Gayton, Library Manager, on gyn@gdc.school.nz
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After School Tutoring
From this term onwards, senior students will be offering tutoring from Monday to
Thursday in the library after school. The senior students who have volunteered to
help have knowledge and experience in a wide range of subjects, including English,
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, History, Enterprise Studies, Accounting,
German, and Media Studies.
It is a perfect opportunity to gain some free, one-on-one tutoring from a student who
has been there before. Whether your child needs assistance in completing
homework or studying for a test, we are more than happy to help.
Eve Walter, Year 13, Tane Mahuta Academic Prefect

Glendowie College Canteen Menu
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