glendowie news
Friday, 17th August 2018

Kia ora tātou
Congratulations to the Mrs. Myhre and the members
of the Concert Band who won a gold award in the
recent KBB festival. Only 5 other schools across
Auckland also gained a gold award, an outstanding
achievement. Congratulations to everyone for their
commitment and hard work to achieve this.

Upcoming Events:

6

Parents Association Meeting
(7pm-9pm, Staffroom)

Thank you to the parents and students who are
participating in the Board of Trustee’s community
consultation discussion groups. These are happening next week and will
form the basis of an online survey that will go out to our whole community
later this term.

11

Whanau BBQ
(6:30pm-8:30pm, Staffroom)

19

Board of Trustees Meeting
(6pm-9pm, Boardroom)

23

Fun Run/Walk (9:45am-1pm)

23-25

Duke of Edinburgh Gold
Practice Journey (All Day)

25

Dance Night (6:30pm-8:30pm,
Hall)

27

Arts Awards (7pm-10pm, Hall)

28

Media Award Ceremony (6pm9pm, Hall)

28

End of Term 3

September

This week in assembly I spoke about study habits for exams. Our seniors sit
their school exams in weeks 8 and 9 (next week is week 5) of this term. These
exams are important for several reasons:






Insurance
Students’ results in these exams will be used to calculate ‘derived
grades’ for students who may miss a NCEA exam due to illness or other
reason in term 4.
Feedback
These exams let you, your child and his/her teacher know how well they
are progressing in their externals.
Revision
These exams get students studying now for their final exams in term 4.
Research shows that early revision is more effective than last minute
cramming, so studying now sets our students up for success in term 4.

(For a full list of upcoming events,
please see the calendar on the
college website.)

Our students value success and routinely work hard to succeed academically. They are also learning about how
they study best and are able to try different ways of preparing for external exams. Hence we focus this term on
guiding students to prepare effectively for their exams, and maintain their wellbeing through the process.
Effective study involves knowing:
 WHAT TO STUDY
Check that your child ...
knows which external standards he will be assessed on in the school exams, and what the content of these
standards is.
has prioritised which subjects or standards need the most attention (study time).
 HOW TO STUDY
Check that your child ...
knows how questions will be asked in each standard. Each subject has a different approach. Get him/her
to check with his/her teacher, or download past exam papers from the NZQA website.
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knows how he/she studies best. Does he/she like to talk about his learning with others? Does he/she prefer
to study quietly in his room? Does he/she like to draw mind-maps to remember ideas and concepts. Each
student is different.
has all of his/her notes that he/she needs to study from, and has them all in the same place (e.g. folder)
and easy to access.


WHO TO STUDY WITH
Some students like to study alone, others prefer to be with friends. Many students like to arrange to meet
at the school or local (e.g. St Heliers, Glen Innes) library.
This is also a time when social media can be a great resource. Students can message or face time each
other to work together.
I also encourage students to use you, their parents, as a resource. If they find it easy to avoid study, they
can use you as a ‘human alarm clock’ to remind (nag) them that it is study time - if that helps.



WHERE AND WHEN TO STUDY
Study is about routine. Make sure that your child has somewhere where he/she can set up and leave
his/her revision notes and practice exams to work on. This might be in his/her room, or your lounge, or
alternatively he/she may prefer to go to a library to study.
Get your child to identify the time of day that he/she studies best, and then make a plan to routinely study
at this time. Smaller time periods, e.g. 1 hour, are more effective than setting aside large chunks of time
such as 3-4 hours, for revision.

As we move towards senior exams (junior exams occur late in term 4), it is also important for students to schedule
downtime ... time to relax through sports, time with friends, reading a book or watching Netflix.
Ngā mihi nui,
Richard Dykes
Principal

NZQA Fees
Please note that today (Friday, 17 August 2018) is the internal deadline for the payment of NZQA Qualifications
fees. Thank you to all the candidates and their caregivers who have already paid.
For those who may have missed this deadline, we have a small window up until Friday, 24 August 2018 for you to
pay, while we collate the fees for payment to NZQA.
There are various ways that you can pay:
•

At the Accounts Office at the College: cash, cheques (made out to Glendowie College, not NZQA), EFTPOS and
credit card payments accepted.

•

Internet banking into the school’s bank account 12-3027-0364377-00 giving the following details:

•

Particulars:
Student Name or Student ID
Code:
Student form class
Reference:
NZQA
On-line payment through the Portal

Mr Praveen Chand, Deputy Principal
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Enrolments for 2019
In-zone enrolments close next Friday, 24 August 2018. If you have a year 9 enrolling for 2019, or know another
family doing so, we would appreciate you getting the enrolment forms in by next Friday.
To enrolment dates are:


In Zone applications – Friday, 24 August 2018.



Out of Zone applications – Wednesday, 5 September 2018.

Changes to Senior Uniform for 2019
The college underwent an extensive consultation process and survey with its students to determine whether any
changes to the Year 13 uniform was desired. The majority of students chose to retain the current uniform with only
one change - a new, separate year 13 white shirt and blouse.
The current girls’ white blouse has been modernised with a new cut, long sleeves, embroidered thistle and navy
trim inside the collar. Year 13 boys will have a new white shirt as part of their uniform. It will also be long sleeved,
with embroidered thistle and navy trim. It can be worn either open necked or with a tie as part of the dress uniform.
The new uniform requirements will be available and compulsory for all year 13 students only. Examples of the shirt
and blouse are shown below.

Mr Gordon Robertson, Deputy Principal
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2019 Timetable
All students have now submitted their course selections for 2019 and we have now started to construct the
timetable for next year. I have summarised the process for your information.
1.

At the end of term 2 and start term 3, students select their preferred courses for 2019.

2.

In term 3, the college decides which courses will run and starts to construct a timetable within the constraints
of available staffing and resourcing (e.g. room availability).

3.

Construction of the timetable is iterated 3-4 times through terms 3 and 4 as we balance students’ wishes and
available resources.

4.

In January, year 12 and 13 students come into school before the start of the year to confirm their courses,
based on their NCEA results. This may require some changes to the timetable to accommodate students who
no longer meet the prerequisites to take a course.

5.

The timetable is finalised as quickly as possible, ideally by the first week of school.

A key tenet of our approach to timetabling is student choice. Rather than starting with a rigid set of courses that
students must choose from, we allow students to state their preferences and then try to accommodate as many of
these as possible.
Thankfully in a school of our size, we are able to accommodate the majority of student choices. The Board also
contributes by funding approximately six extra staff (beyond the number of teachers funded by the Ministry) to run
smaller classes and more courses.
Unfortunately, there will be some clashes through the process and we deal with these on a case by case basis,
talking with students and their parents/caregivers. Our experience is that this approach results in more students
doing the courses they want, rather than pre-determining the timetable before students select courses.
If you have any questions about the process, please contact your child’s Dean, Assistant Dean, or me.
Mr Praveen Chand, Deputy Principal

Making Payments through the Parent and Student Portal
Just a reminder that it is now possible to pay school charges (with credit card or internet banking) through
this Portal using the username and password information which was emailed to you on 3 August 2018.
Through the payments facility, you can advise us of the specific charges you wish to pay without having to make
multiple separate payments to our bank account. Full instructions are available here.
If you have any account or payment queries, please contact Mrs Bernadette Hyde on 09 575 9128 ext 117 or email
hyd@gdc.school.nz
Please email reception@gdc.school.nz if you require a reminder of your username and password.
Ms Lisa Davis-Miller, Business Manager
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Middle Years Programme (MYP) in Science
The Science department have been working to shift the focus of our junior Science courses towards more
meaningful and contextual learning and assessments. For example, earlier in the year our year 10 students were
assessed in the ‘Drug Bust’ unit in two ways – a practical section and a theoretical section. The practical section
involved each student being given two random white powders, they had to identify the ‘drugs’ using the skills and
knowledge learnt during the unit. Students had to justify why their identification was correct by writing a short
report in the theoretical section of the assessment.
Currently, our year 9 students are in the midst of our ‘Mission to Mars’ unit, where groups of students identify an
inquiry question based on the statement: ‘NASA plans to have humans living on Mars by 2030’. Each group will
research their question and create a presentation, as well as a creative product which we hope to show to the
community during our first ever Science evening (date to be confirmed)!
By including a range of assessments in our curriculum, we can assess more than just fact-remembering skills. We
can assess and help students develop critical thinking, problem solving, research capabilities and presentation
techniques, to name a few.

Ms Aileen Jan, Science Faculty

KBB FESTIVAL
Last week, hundreds of musical groups descended on Holy Trinity Cathedral in Parnell for the KBB Secondary
Schools Music Festival.
Our String Orchestra, conducted by Mrs Joanne Johnston, performed very tidily with a high degree of
musicianship, for which they were given a mentoring award for 2019. On Thursday evening, the Big Band, directed
by Mr Callum Passells, and joined by vocalist Bella Bavin, lit up St Mary’s with some exciting music.

Mrs Christine Myhre, Faculty Leader Arts
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Gold Award for Concert Band

We are extremely proud of our Concert Band for their wonderful performance at KBB last week. Our preparation
was not without its challenges in the preceding weeks, with a broken ankle which required surgery, a sprained
ankle, broken finger and, sadly, a bad case of tonsillitis which prevented a very important percussionist attending
the big event.
However, we adjusted our percussion plan on the day, and played with confidence, accuracy, and a high degree of
musicianship.
Deanna Louis, the band leader, enhanced our second piece with her beautiful piano playing in “The Seal Lullaby”, a
huge contrast to our percussive, ever changing rhythmic opening number “Spitfire”, which was inspired by the
fighter planes of World War II. The high standard set at the beginning of our performance was maintained
throughout causing the adjudicators to comment on ‘moments of delicious balance and sensitivity’ and the
students ‘dedication to their craft, of which they could be very proud’.
Over 40 Auckland Concert Bands participated, and we were 1 of 6 who attained Gold. Well done to all involved.

Honours Orchestra
A highlight of the week was the rehearsal and performance of “Also Sprach Zarathustra”, and the final movement
of “Saint Saens” Organ Symphony, by over 100 hundred players selected from a large number of secondary schools,
who had only 3 hours together with their conductor, Michael Joel, to make this music ready for performance. What
a wonderful experience! Congratulations to Callum Collier (French Horn), Mayna Tse (Trumpet) and Damon HerlihyO’Brien (Cello) on their selection and brilliant playing.

Mrs Christine Myhre, Faculty Leader Arts
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Parents’ Association Update
The Glendowie Parents Association Fundraising team, have been rather busy.
Let's check in to see what they have been up to.

Quad Redevelopment Planting Day is nearly here (Sunday, 26 August 2018 –
9am onwards)
A huge thanks to those who have already signed up to help. We have
planting plans for the 7 planting areas and a load of small plants that need
planting. The soil is prepared and ready to dig. You simply need a pair of
gloves and small trowel.
Planting starts at 9am, please just pop in if you can give only a few hours,
the more hands the quicker we will get the job done. We will have a BBQ
there to feed our hunger workers.
Sign up here – Planting Day Sign Up

Fun Run / Walk (Sunday, 23 September 2018 – 9:45am start)
HELP NEEDED

Seeking volunteers on the day - to Marshall the race course, registration
tent takers, serve at our Cafe.

Days before - registration tent, baking for our cafe, handing out flyers and
giving out posters to local schools and community groups.

Sponsorship - if your business can sponsor a raffle item, or give a cash donationplease email us.
Either email us or volunteer at https://www.trybooking.co.nz/227 and we will be in
touch.

See ya next time in the staffroom, next meeting is the Thursday 6 Sept!!!
Sara Haddon, Parents’ Association Chairperson
https://www.facebook.com/GlendowieCollegeParentsAssociation/ or Gdcparents@gmail.com
phone: +64 9 575 9128
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Upcoming Events & Fundraisers
Timeless Photography Portrait Offer

Last Chance

https://www.trybooking.co.nz/CE

Planting Bee

Term 3 26 August (Sun)

https://www.trybooking.co.nz/DQ

Fun Run

Term 3 23 September (Sun)

https://www.trybooking.co.nz/227

https://www.trybooking.co.nz/CE
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Sign up for the 2018 Fun Run/Walk here
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Duke of Edinburgh – Gold Award Ceremony
After three and a half years of hard work, perseverance and
a whole lot of blister tapes, a group of former Glendowie
College students finally had the opportunity to receive our
Gold Duke of Edinburgh awards at an official ceremony
held at Kristin School.
Sir Peter Hillary and Lady Sarah Hillary presented the
awards to former students Aldric Khoo, Aishah Mangnall,
Lauren Calvert, Yimei Chuah, Jacqueline Cox, Veronika
Hunter, Kiera Montgomery, Freda Song, Julia White and
myself (Katrina Dickins) on the day.
It was a very exciting afternoon, being able to hear about
others’ experiences and where other schools had been for
their tramps. All of us would agree that the journey to reach to this stage was not always as smooth-sailing as our
smiles make it seem (I know I have eaten enough Kaweka Butter Chicken to last a lifetime!), but the memories
and friends we have made along the way have made it all worthwhile.
A huge highlight for me personally was completing the Abel Tasman programme, with some of the most
spectacular views I have ever seen alongside the beautiful wildlife, and I am so proud of us for making it to the
end.
The Duke of Edinburgh programme is something I would recommend to everyone, whatever your fitness level, to
really get you out of your comfort zone, to make some life-long friends and to explore our incredible country.
A huge thanks goes out to all the teachers, leaders and parents who have supported us and helped us along the
way, especially Ms Barrack, Mr McKie and Miss Smith for getting us through our Gold final journey. We truly
appreciate all the time and money you have given up to help us accomplish the award!
Katrina Dickins (Former Student)

Climbing New Zealand Lead Championship
Extreme Edge Glen Eden recently hosted the third and final
instalment of the Climbing New Zealand Lead Championship.
Well done to Niamh Montgomery (Year 12) who came 5th in
Female Youth A and was placed 4th overall in the 2018 series.
Congratulations also goes to Lukas Blenkinsopp (Year 13) who
came 5th in the Opens and was the 1st Junior male at this
event. Lukas was also placed 2nd overall in the 2018 Lead
Series. Well done to both Niamh and Lukas!

Niamh Montgomery (12LIU)

Lukas Blenkinsopp (13CGN)

Miss Fiona Smith, Tangaroa House Dean
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Animation College – Light and Dark Competition
Year 13 Painting student, Tamilla Muedinova, recently won first prize in
the Animation College Light and Dark Competition. Tamilla designed a
character that expresses both light and dark emotions. Her prize is a
scholarship to Animation College in Auckland or Wellington, a tablet,
and art vouchers.
Below are the comments from the judges about Tamilla’s work and her
designed characters.

Mrs Helen Cooper, Head of Department Visual Arts

Geography Field Trips
Geographers in Year 11 and Year 13 have been out in the field recently collecting data for NCEA research internals.
Getting out into the environments is a vital aspect of Geography to help students visualise and experience what is
being taught in class.
Year 11 Geography Beach Trip
For our research internal, we went to Takapuna beach, Okahu Bay and Mission Bay. We were investigating whether
there was a pattern to the litter found at Auckland beaches.
At Takapuna, we lined up along a 30m stretch along the high tide mark, and began searching and digging for litter.
The North Shore beach was relatively busy, with many dog walkers and tourists enjoying the landscape. We mainly
found litter such as small pieces of plastic and plastic wrappers, but there were some interesting finds including
socks.
Our second beach was Okahu Bay. When we dug under the surface of the sand, and rummaged through the seagrass on the beach, we found a variety of litter - plastic, bottle caps and even rope from the boat moorings.
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The last beach we visited was Mission Bay. We were expecting to find the most litter at Mission Bay due to all the
shops, restaurants and take-out places along the bay, however a recent beach clean meant that we found less than
expected. Our litter at Mission Bay was mostly consisted of small pieces of plastic and cigarette butts.
The day was an overall success with 7.2 kilograms of litter picked up by the 92 students. We all enjoyed the day in
the sun and taking care of our local beaches. We collected useful data and added to our internals.
Melissa Pangestu, Sophie Williams and Rachel Edwards (Year 11 Geography)

Year 13 Geography Rotorua Trip
On 29 July, the Year 13 Geography classes set off towards Rotorua to gather data for our internal assessment. We
made it to Rotorua and went to the Agrodome first where we watched a sheep show. We then travelled to Velocity
Valley where it was raining but the boys still showed bravery on the 12m high Swoop drop. Next was the Redwoods
Treewalk, which we did in the dark, walking along the 30 metre high trees on swing bridges. To unwind from the
long day, we headed to the Polynesian Pools to relax in the hot thermal pools, something that Rotorua is orginally
famous for.
The second day was an early start with a 6am wake up. We made our way towards the Wai-o-tapu Thermal
Wonderland, where we collected most of our data as a lot of tourists were there to watch the Lady Knox Geyser
erupt, reaching heights of 30 metres. Followed by this was the visit to the Rotorua Library where we had a talk from
the Rotorua Museum education staff, and learnt about tourism development in Rotorua which is helpful for our
external studies. Then we headed off to Rainbow Springs for a guided tour around the park. We were shown their
rainbow trout and native birds, such as Jenny the Kea. We also had a go on the Big Splash Ride, some students even
went more than once! For dinner, we were led by Chief William (William Heaps) to the Tamaki Tours cultural
evening, where we saw demonstrations of Maori life and culture in the early years, enjoyed a Maori concert and a
hangi dinner.
For our final day, we went to Skyline where we boarded the gondola to head up the mountain for our final chance
to collect data. Some students decided to use this time to have multiple turns on the luge! After everyone was done
luging and had collected the last of their data, we got back on the bus and headed home.
We are all grateful to have had the opportunity to get outside of the classroom and get hands on with the tourist
activities offered in Rotorua. The experience will really help support both our internal and external assessment
work.
Imogen Stythe (Year 13 Geography)
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NIWA and Rotary Club of St Johns
On Thursday 2 August 2018, the leaders of the Glendowie
College Interact Group (Jessica Nielsen, Alison Winstanley,
Jade Azzopardi, Tayla Clark and Michaela Ivanier) had the
privilege of attending a General Meeting of the Rotary
Club of St Johns. The meeting covered the club's general
notices and we were also fortunate to hear from their
guest speaker, Matt Billington. At only 19 years of age,
Matt is a successful entrepreneur. He won the Young
Enterprise Competition in 2017 with the success of his very own dairy free company, Olelei’s.
Matt’s speech was very inspiring as he opened our eyes to all the hard work which is essential to be successful, not
only in business but in our busy student lives too. During the evening, we also connected with the Auckland Rotaract
Group. They are currently fundraising to build a library early next year for a school in Fiji, which was destroyed in
cyclone Winston. The Glendowie College Interact Group are currently working to help support the Auckland
Rotaract Group achieve this goal.
We are also in the process of developing an initiative to improve the water quality of our streams in the local area.
We will be testing a stream in Glen Innes at the end of this term using a research kit made by NIWA. By regularly
testing the stream each term, the Club will be able to identify what is needed to improve its water quality. This is
a project which we intend to continue in the future to improve the sustainability of our local environment.
Jessica Nielsen, Year 12 Student

EPro8 Challenge
The EPro8 Challenge is a competition, an engineering and
problem solving race. Every year over 9000 students from 800
schools throughout New Zealand take part. Each team of four is
based at a workstation containing an impressive assortment of
easy to use parts and equipment. The 3-hour event begins with
a tutorial on the equipment teams will be using. Teams compete
in a variety of tasks such as building large sized structures,
engineering using pulleys, motors, gears, wheels and axles,
constructing electronic circuits and inventing machines that can
complete simple tasks.
Below are the two teams from Glendowie College that participated in this year’s competition held at Northcote
College on 3 August 2018.

Serge Carroll, Max Davies, Justin Chen, Charlie Peng

Kieran Smith, Miles Hunter, Lewis Azzopardi, Neal Grayson
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Casting Call – Googlebox New Zealand – TV Programme
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Kick Start Her (GirlGuiding NZ)
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