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ÇÌÅÎÄÏ×ÉÅ ÎÅ×Ó 
 

                   Friday, 20th March 2020 
 

      What a year this week has been. 
                           (borrowed from NZ Herald) 

Yƛŀ ƻǊŀ ǘņǘƻǳΣ 

Where to begin? 
 

First by thanking staff for their professionalism and 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘņƴŀǳΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ 
student learning at the same time. The school is receiving multiple 
announcements from the Government, as well as other agencies (e.g. sports 
bodies) and processing these calmly and promptly. 
 

I also greatly appreciate the support and patience from you, our community.  
This is a health crisis on ŀ ǎŎŀƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ƴŜver experienced.  
 

Thirdly, I acknowledge the work of authorities such as the Auckland Regional 
Public Health Service who are doing excellent work to guide us through this 
crisis. 

LǘΩǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ 
 

My first priority is to best protect the health and safety of students and staff.  
That underpins many of the decisions that weΩre having to make. 
 

My second priority is to keep people informed ς ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΣ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ ǿƘņƴŀǳ 
and students.  I believe clear and accurate information is an important way 
ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŎŀƭƳΦ  bƻǘŜ Χ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ corrected one mistake (the coronavirus 
is not a new form of influenza as I stated in the student resource).  Back to 
year 11 science for me!  ¢ƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
is getting clearer by the day (e.g. www.covid19.govt.nz). 
 

My third priority is to continue with as much normality as possible. We want 
learning and other school activities to continue as much, and for as long as 
possible. 
 

Unfortunately, the first priority means that it is not possible to continue some school activities.  We are working 
through each activity (e.g. trips, sports) on a case-by-case basis.  I have provided more information below about the 
latest postponements and cancellations. 
 

As stated on my previous communication, if your child shows signs of illness such as coughs and colds, please keep 
them at home.  Colds and flus are common in schools and by staying away, seeking medical attention and practicing 
good hygiene, we can all keep any spread of illness to a minimum. 
 

¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǎȅƳǇǘƻƳǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 5Ŝŀƴ ƻǊ 
Assistant Dean if you have any questions or concerns. 
 

If you have any specific concerns about COVID-19, contact your GP or Healthline.  Contact details are: 

¶ Healthline   0800 358 5453 

¶ Government website  www.covid19.govt.nz  

¶ ARPHS website   www.arphs.health.nz  

 

Upcoming Events: 

               

March 

27-5Apr Maadi Cup Rowing Regatta 

(Cancelled) 

30-3Apr Summer Tournament Week          

(Cancelled) 

 

 

April 

2 tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

(7pm-9pm, Staffroom) 

9 End of Term 1 

11-12 Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 

Practice Tramp 

20-21 Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 

Practice Tramp 

28  Start of Term 2 

 

 

 

 (For a full list of upcoming events,                 
please refer to the calendar on the               

college website.) 
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I had intended to say a few words about my departure to Nelson, but at this moment our focus needs to be on 

student and staff wellbeing.   

Thanks again for your patience and support.  This is going to be a long ride. 

ƴƎņ ƳƛƘƛ ƴǳƛΣ ƴƻƘƻ ƻǊŀ Ƴŀƛ Χ ǿŀǊƳ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

 

Richard Dykes 

Principal 

 

COVID-19 Update 
 

I have made the following decisions based on guidance from the Government, Ministry of Education, and other 

groups such as national sports bodies. 
 

¶ School Ball This is postponed.  Next term, when we have a better idea of timeframes, we will 
 review this decision and consider options for running a ball or similar event later 
 in the year. 
 

¶ School Production Hairspray is postponed until  next year.  This means that rehearsals are cancelled 
 for the foreseeable future. 
  

 ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ƴŜȄǘ ǘŜǊƳΣ ŀƴŘ realistically there 
 is no window later this year to run it without interfering with other events (e.g. 
 Y.. CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ Χ ƛŦ this goes ahead). 
 

¶ Sports Due to directives from national sports bodies and decreasing venue availability, all 
 sports competitions run by College Sports have been put on hold. College 
 Sport will review this decision at the start of term 2. 
 

 Connected with this, most national sports bodies have asked schools to also stop 
 all sports trials and practices. I have instructed our sports staff to do so, as of 
 yesterday.   
 

 IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ LΩƳ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀƴǘ  to keep our students active over winter.  
 I will review the training decision over the next few days.  I have asked our sports 
 staff to consider how we can best keep our students active, and safe, through 
 winter. 
 

¶ School Trips We continue to run some trips and not others.  We are considering each trip on a 
 case by case basis. 

 

¶ Arts, Service & All other groups continue as per normal.  I am meeting with staff daily to discuss 
Leadership Goups whether other groups, e.g. concert band, will carry on.  At this stage, no decision 
 has been made, and.  Students should assume theyΩre on and bring their gear to 
 school.   I will update you and students should this change. 
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Stopping Rumours 

We have asked parents to keep their child(ren) at home if they are ill, or display any symptoms of COVID-19.  This 
has the potential to create false rumours about students or staff being away because they have COVID-19. 
 

If the school has a case or suspected case of COVID-19, I will inform you.  Until then, please help us to stop inaccurate 
speculation by students, especially online. 

 

School Closure? 

The Prime Minister has made it clear that there is no immediate need to close schools.  So, Glendowie College is 
open for business.  Clearly without all activities and events taking place. 
 

The general thinking appears to be that we want to keep schools open for as long as possible, if not avoid closing 
them entirely.  This is to minimise the social disruption that would come with closing schools (e.g. parents having 
ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴύ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ   
 

IΩm ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƛŦ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ǎƘƛŦǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
commuƴƛǘȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  .ǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ȅŜǘΦ 
 

²ƘƛƭŜ L ƘƻǇŜ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
learning if the Government does decide to close schools.  For example, I have asked teachers to ensure that all 
subjects have a Google Class set up.  While we have time, we will continue to work on this. 
 

For now, our focus is on maintaining learning in our classrooms. 

 

What is COVID-19?   

COVID-19 is a new illness that can affect your lungs and airways. It is caused by a type of coronavirus. They are 
called coronaviruses because of the shape they have when looked at through a microscope. 
 

[ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ΨŦƭǳΩ, it can be spread from person to person. When a person who has COVID-19 coughs, sneezes, or talks, 
they may spread droplets containing the virus a short distance, which quickly settle on surrounding surfaces. 
 

You may get infected by the virus if you touch those surfaces or objects and then touch your mouth, nose or eyes. 
 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ƛt is really important to practice good hygiene, regularly wash thoroughly and dry your hands, and use 
good cough etiquette. 
 

The symptoms are: 

¶ A cough 

¶ A high temperature (at least 38 degrees) 

¶ Shortness of breath. 
 

These symptoms do not necessarily mean you have COVID-19. The symptoms are similar to other illnesses that 
are much more common, such as a cold or flu. 

source - NZ Ministry of Health 
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Board of Trustees Update 
 

A month can be a long time in schools.  Our environment has changed dramatically from the last time the Board 
met in February. 
 

Firstly, our Principal, Mr Dykes announced his resignation to take up the role of Headmaster at Nelson College on 
vǳŜŜƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƴŜȄǘ ǘŜǊƳΦ  We congratulate Mr Dykes on this appointment.  He has led an incredible amount of 
positive change in his five years as Principal, and our school is now ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦǊƻƴǘǎ Χ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
poised to improve even further.  This is in no small part due to his vision and leadership of the school. 
 

This means that we are now looking for a new Principal.  The Board has appointed Edsol to manage this process on 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦΦ  An advertisement is now in the Education Gazette.  All things going well, we hope to appoint 
the new principal mid-Term 2, and have her or him start in Term 2 or 3. 
 

Of course, the school is grappling with the COVID-19 coronavirus along with the rest of New Zealand.  The impact 
on our school is immense.  Mr Dykes ran the Board through the impact so far, what the school is doing to maximise 
student and stŀŦŦ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ  We appreciate the work of the staff with our 
rangatahi. 
 

The Board approved the proposed 5YA (10YPP) plan, presented by Mr Dykes.  This is our 5-year plan for major 
capital property expenditure at the college. Once it is also approved by the Ministry, the plan will see a significant 
amount of overdue maintenance occur at the school, along with the building of a new integrated student wellness 
centre.  We are excited by this vision, and look forward to implementing it.  In the meantime, the new Science Block 
is making excellent progress. 
 

Mr Garry Ivill, Board Chair 

 
Principal Appointment Update 
 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 5ȅƪŜǎΩ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ bŜƭǎƻƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘŜǊƳΣ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜƎǳƴ ǘƘŜ 
process of appointing a new principal. 
 

We believe the school is running exceptionally well, with an excellent senior leadership team, and is well placed to 
Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ and long-term.    
 

The Board has engaged Edsol NZ Ltd to manage the appointment process.  An advertisement is going into the 
Education Gazette today to kickstart this process. 
 

Our vision is to be one of the top schools in New Zealand.  We have a growing roll, new building projects happening 
now and in the pipeline, and a highly supportive and engaged community.  We are a school that is highly academic, 
highly caring and highly innovative.   
 

The Board is happy with the current direction and momentum of the college.  We are looking for someone to 
continue our current initiatives (e.g. buildings, MYP, wellbeing framework, Level 1 NCEA), while also working with 
the Board to evolve our long-term strategic direction. 
 

The Board is confident that we will get a wide range of high quality applicants. We are working towards making an 
appointment mid-Term 2, with the successful candidate starting in Term 2 or 3. 
 

aǊ 5ȅƪŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ŀǘ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΣ ƛΦŜΦ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ нф aŀȅ нлнлΦ  As it has done 
in the past, the Board will arrange for an Acting Principal as needed. 
 

We will continue to keep you informed. 
 

Mr Garry Ivill, Board Chair 
 
 

mailto:info@gdc.school.nz
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Removing Cash Fares on Buses and at Service Centres (from 30 March 2020) 
 

From Monday 23 March 2020, Auckland Transport will be suspending cash fares on all buses. 
 

They are doing this to minimise physical contact between customers, Auckland Transport staff and people who 
work on buses during Covid-19.  
 

Customers will be expected to pay their fare using AT HOP cards only. This will eliminate cash handling on buses 
and at depots to reduce the risk of transmission of the virus through touching money and interacting with 
customers. Their priority is to protect our customers and staff to ensure they can continue to deliver public 
transport.  
  
 

School Accounts 
 

The latest batch of school statements was sent ƻƴ му aŀǊŎƘ нлнлΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ΨWǳƴƪΩκΨ{ǇŀƳΩ ƳŀƛƭōƻȄ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
have not received it.   
  

School donations paid before 31 March 2020 will be discounted by $20 for one student and $30 for more than one 
student. 
 

You may check your account balance on the Portal here. 
  

Please contact me on hyd@gdc.school.nz or in person at the Accounts Office from 10am to 4pm if you have any 
queries.   
 

Mrs Bernadette Hyde, Accounts Receivable 
 

 

KǳǊŀ tǁ aņƻǊƛ - aņƻǊƛ bƛƎƘǘ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ !Řǳƭǘǎ 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ DƭŜƴŘƻǿƛŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ¢Ŝ wŜƻ aņƻǊƛ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ .ŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎ 
and these will be specifically targeted at those who have zero to basic 
ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻǿƴΩǎ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ tƭŀƴ ƻŦ 
ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¢Ŝ wŜƻ aņƻǊƛ ōȅ нлплΦ  
 

²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΚ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǾƛŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ aņƻǊƛ ƭŜƴǎ ōȅ 
learning how to greet others, introduce yourself and use basic 
ƪǁǊŜǊƻκŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ Te RŜƻ aņƻǊƛΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ 
karakia/prayers, waiata/songs, and some tikanga/customs along the way. Our classes will run every Tuesday for 
each term.  
 

Start from: 25 February 2020 (Tuesday)  
- Meet and greet, and go over the programme etc 

Where:  Glendowie College  
- Meet up in the staff room first  

Time:   6:00pm - 7:30pm 
Cost:  $20 (To cover photocopying costs) 
Need to Bring: Exercise Book and Device  

- For taking notes and completing tasks 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ¢Ŝ wŜƻ aņƻǊƛΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǇΣ bŀǳ aŀƛ IŀŜǊŜ aŀƛ 
(welcome!), this class is for you. If you wish to know more, need some encouragement to join, or are keen to 
participate, please email me on che@gdc.school.nz  
 

bƎņ ƳŀƴŀŀƪƛǘŀƴƎŀ όǿƛǘƘ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎύΣ aŜƭƛǎŀ /ƘŀǎŜΣ Yŀƛŀƪƻ wŜƻ aņƻǊƛ ƪƛ DƭŜƴŘƻǿƛŜ όDƭŜƴŘƻǿƛŜ aņƻǊƛ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊύ 

mailto:info@gdc.school.nz
http://www.gdc.school.nz/
https://glendowie.mystudent.school.nz/
mailto:hyd@gdc.school.nz
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Parents in Sports 
 

We aim to facilitate a number of sporting opportunities for our Glendowie College students, if you are able to help 
in any way, we would love to hear from you! 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10IsT5LkY3GHZy2EfyhB_zgpXEUrfIbxXFy0fmIeupOk/edit  
 

Mrs Lydia Brown, Director of Sports 

 
 

GDC Sports ς New Social Media Contact 2020 
 

Please remember to follow us and share our new sports pages: 
 

¶ Instagram Page  gdcsport 

¶ Facebook  Glendowie College Sport 
 

Our New Table Tennis App is also available, download ΨSeekapongΩ today from either the following: 
 

¶ Apple (iOS) store: https://apps.apple.com/nz/app/seekapong/id1462275055   

¶ Android (Google Play) store: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.attacustomer&hl=en     

 
 

eBooks and Audiobooks available Online for Families 
 

Glendowie College Library has a fantastic ebook and 
audiobook collection.  It is easy to access via the library 
website or directly via the wheelers eBook platform.  Most 
students at school have been set up to use this service.                      
If students forget their password, please ask them to see Ms 
Gayton in the library, or email her at gyn@gdc.school.nz. 
 

Parents are more than welcome to use this collection too.  
If you are interested in joining, please email Ms Gayton and 
she will help with the set up.  The ePlatform by Wheelers 
app is available from all app stores and is easy to download 
and use.  The great advantage of this app is that once the 
book is downloaded, internet connectivity is not required to 
read the book.  Alternatively, students can also read via the 
website on their school allowed devices. 
 

With the two-week closure of Auckland Libraries from the 
end of today, parents are welcome to borrow from the 
school library collection. Simply search our website, find a 
book that takes your fancy, and email Ms Gayton, Library 
Manager at gyn@gdc.school.nz with the book title and the 
name of your child at school, and Ms Gayton will have the 
book ready for your child to collect for you. 
 

Ms Jody Gayton, Library Manager 

 

mailto:info@gdc.school.nz
http://www.gdc.school.nz/
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Summerfest 2020 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

In Week 6, the Arts Faculty enjoyed hosting the annual celebration of the arts: Summerfest 2020. 
 

The week kicked off with a ΨTheatresportsΩ demonstration and music performances by popular vocal duo Bella Bavin 
and Lauren Blakey.  Tuesday to Thursday saw students and staff enjoying the house photo-booth events, 
performances by the ΨConcert BandΩ, ΨRock BandΩ, and ΨVibranceΩ; rock painting and banana drawing activities. We 
finished the week with a performance from the ΨString OrchestraΩ and a promotion performance of ΨHairspray 
2020Ω.   
 
 

mailto:info@gdc.school.nz
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