glendowie news
Friday, 25th September 2020

Kia Ora

Upcoming Events

We have reached the end of Term 3 in this strange year.
I think both students and staff need some time off to
recharge their batteries, so that they can return
refreshed next term. Term 4 promises to be very hectic
and hopefully Covid-19 levels will not impact on exams
or the various events the college has to celebrate
success.

Please note these events are subject to
change based on Covid-19 alert levels.

September
25

2021 Head Prefects
It is with great delight that I am able to announce the 2021 Head Prefects.

Media Awards Ceremony
(7pm-9:30pm, Hall)

October
5-7

Duke of Edinburgh Silver
Practice Tramp (All Day)

12

Term 4 Starts

14-21

Senior Exams

14

Year 9 English Exhibition Night
(5pm-7pm, Hall)

15-18

2020 NZ Secondary Schools
Swimming Championships
(All Day, Hamilton)

21

Board of Trustees Meeting
(6pm-9pm, Boardroom)

In the last week of lockdown 2, the college underwent a comprehensive
review by the International Baccalaureate (IB) organisation to determine
whether the college was ready to be authorised as an IB school. The level of
investigation was on a par with an ERO review. The review concluded that
the college was ready for authorisation and the report was glowing in terms
of the level of preparation and the quality of the programmes being provided
to the Year 9 and 10 students. Below are some comments from the report.

24-26

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze
Practice Tramp – Year 9
Students Only (All Day)

27

Taurere Whanau Meeting
(6:30pm-8:30m, Staffroom)

28

Arts Awards
(7pm-10pm, Hall)

“The school’s vision succinctly aligns with all key components of the IB
Mission and philosophy.”

29

Service Awards Assembly
(9:35am-11:05am, Hall)

“The language policy takes into account the learning of both English and Te
Reo Maori….The school is recommended to share this approach with
international schools as a model for embracing both English and the
language of the host country.”

30

Leavers Dinner and Dance
(7pm-11pm, Ellerslie Events
Centre)

Congratulations to:
•

Harriet Blair (Head Prefect)

•

Joshua Lay (Head Prefect)

•

Isobella Curzon Bavin (Deputy Head Prefect)

•

Jaxson Murphy (Deputy Head Prefect)

Along with the other staff involved in selecting these positions, I was
impressed with the calibre of all applicants. I look forward to working with
Harriet, Joshua, Bella and Jaxson as well as all the other house prefects in
2021.
Middle Years Programme (MYP) Accreditation

“The (Special Educational Needs) team and other faculty members were able
to give detailed descriptions of the extensive support provided over extended
periods of time to their students in order to support meaningful inclusion.”
“The high quality of the work produced by teachers is evidence of their
planning expertise.”

31-1Nov Duke of Edinburgh Bronze
Final Tramp (All Day)
(For a full list of upcoming events,
please visit the calendar on the
college website.)

“A picture has been painted whereby collaborative planning is a natural part
of professional relationships at the school.”
“The school has developed exemplary meaningful experiences for the students through a carefully thought out
collection of units. The units reflected that diverse teaching practices had to be in place for them to be enacted.”
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I am very proud of the staff we have at Glendowie College. This report from an independent international reviewer
shows the high quality of the teachers and the learning programmes they are producing. The purpose of the MYP
programme is to develop a programme that is relevant and engaging for students and authentic to New Zealand
and Glendowie. We want our junior students to have the skills and attributes to be better prepared for the senior
school and to have success in NCEA. Faculties will be refining the MYP programme further in 2021 and the same
quality planning will be in place to develop the Year 11 programme next year.
A huge amount of work has been undertaken by all staff, but Mrs Hewetson, who has overseen the development
of the MYP programme, the MYP coordinators and the Faculty Heads should especially be recognised.
Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews and Senior Exams
A big thank you to the parents/caregivers and students who attended the Year 11-13 Zoom interviews. Despite
some technical glitches, the consensus was that the interviews were a success and that the Zoom format is worth
considering for the future. We will survey a cross-section of parents about this.
The focus of the interviews was preparation for the end of the year school exams and further to those the NCEA
exams. The possibility of having to use derived grades if the NCEA exams are impacted by Covid-19 means that the
school exams have become more important. As stated at the beginning of the newsletter, while it is important to
have a break, senior students must plan to undertake revision during the holidays to be ready for school exams in
the first week back.
Proposed 2020 Year 11 Glendowie Certificate
In May after the first lockdown, it was proposed that Glendowie College would offer its own Year 11 certificate due
to the disruption in learning. Students who gained 60 Level 1 credits or were endorsed at merit and/or excellence
with 40 credits would gain the Glendowie Year 11 certificate.
However, NCEA have altered the number of credits required to gain Level 1, merit and excellence endorsements.
NZQA now offer up to 16 Learning Recognition credits which effectively means students need to attain 64 credits
to gain Level 1. Likewise, level endorsements have been reduced from 50 to 44 credits.
As these reductions make the NCEA Level 1 credit boundaries very similar to the ones proposed by the college in
May, we have decided not to proceed with the 2020 Year 11 Glendowie Certificate as few, if any, students will be
affected.
Ngā mihi nui,
Gordon Robertson
Principal

The Annual Musical Gala Concert
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Board of Trustees Update
The Board of Trustees was delighted with the recent review of Glendowie College’s Middle Years Programme by
the International Baccalaureate organisation. The school has implemented the programme to a very high standard,
and our junior students are, and will be, benefitting from the programme. Our thanks to Mrs Sharon Hewetson for
leading the development and implementation of MYP, and to all staff for supporting the initiative.
On the property front, we have seen good progress of our projects: the science block is still on track for completion
early in the new year; the design of the new Learning Centre has been completed, with costings the next step in
converting the Hammer Block into a centralised hub for a variety of student support services; and the new cricket
nets will be completed in time for this summer’s cricket season. Thankfully these projects were able to progress
under Auckland’s Level 3 lockdown conditions. Our thanks to the Parents’ Association and especially to the Hollister
family for their great work in re-planting parts of the quad.
The Board of Trustees is mindful of the negative impact that Covid-19 induced lockdowns have had on Glendowie
College’s finances. The loss of most of our international students has created a financial hole. The Board has put
on hold the next rounds of strategic projects until there is more certainty in the school’s finances. We are grateful
to the parents and families who have paid the school donation this year. Donations received are down on the same
time last year, but not down as much as we expected. Your donation enables the school to keep providing the
resources and experiences that all of our students benefit from.
At our recent September Board meeting, we welcomed Jono Sayal, who is the newly elected student representative
on the Board. At the same time, we farewelled Laura Oh who has represented GDC students for the past year.
Laura has performed brilliantly as a trustee, and when she runs for Prime Minister one day, she will have my vote!
We wish all of our senior students well with their upcoming exams, and thank our staff for their amazing support
of our students.
Mr Garry Ivill, Board of Trustees Chairperson

1970's Decade Reunion – 7 November 2020 (Saturday)
The 70's Decade Reunion has been rescheduled to Saturday 7
November 2020. Numbers are restricted to 100 people at
level 2 and there are a few spaces left.
If Auckland goes down to level 1 before then, booking
availability will be increased. All bookings will be refunded if
the reunion has to be cancelled due to Covid restrictions. The
event will not be postponed a second time.
For bookings, please click the following link:
https://www.trybooking.co.nz/DUC
Ms Nicole Parish, Alumni Advancement Co-ordinator
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Cellphone-Free Policy
Glendowie College introduced a cellphone-free policy in Term 4 2019 for junior students and for the whole school
from the start of Term 1 2020. The reason for this is that while cellphones have many positive uses, there are also
negative effects of over or inappropriate use.
The college has found that as a result of being cellphone free during the school day, students are more engaged in
their learning and more physically and socially active at break times. It also gives students time and space from their
cellphones as they are not as preoccupied with them.
The college is maintaining its cellphone-free policy. Students are able to have a cellphone in their bag, but may not
use it at school (in or out of class) between 8.00am and 3.20pm.
If a student does not comply with this policy and has the phone confiscated, then it is returned to the student by
the Deputy Principal in charge of the student’s house at the end of the day. If there are subsequent confiscations,
then the student may receive detentions, parents are informed and the length of time the phone is confiscated for
increases. If there is an ongoing persistent problem, then it may be considered as continual disobedience.
As a college, we would prefer to work with students and parents in a positive collaborative manner rather than
having punitive measures in place. However, to maintain a cellphone free environment, clear consequences are
needed to ensure that students will comply. Being cellphone-free during the school day has been proven through
research to have a positive effect on learning and student wellbeing. Parental support in this matter is greatly
appreciated.
If parents need to contact their children during the day, they can either email them using the student’s school email
address or leave a message at either Reception or Student Services that will be delivered to the student.
Mr Gordon Robertson, Principal

Ragaire Success in ‘SmokeFree RockQuest 2020’
The Glendowie College students in the rock band Ragaire (Bella
Bavin 12SIM, Rina Mori 12SOE and Damon Herlihy-O’Brien 12LWS)
have worked extremely hard to record and submit two original
songs only a week after Alert Level 3 ended. Their mahi paid off with
their selection as one of the top eight bands in this year’s
‘SmokeFree RockQuest’ National Final.

L to R: Rina Mori, Bella Bavin, Leo Spykerman and
Damon Herlihy-O’Brien

The final would usually be a concert event, but because of the
restrictions on the size of gatherings, the format was changed this
year to a day where they recorded their performance in a studio on
Friday 18 September 2020. The day included profile recordings, a
photo shoot, a mentor session with Chris Mack from Six60 and, of
course, recording their two original songs.

The final recordings and awards were revealed at 7:00pm on
Thursday 24 September 2020. The finalists’ performances were all
of exceptional quality. While Ragaire did not place in the top three bands, huge congratulations go to Bella Bavin
for receiving the 2020 Musicianship Award.
Mr Andrew Lile, Head of Music
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Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Programme
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh – 2020 Year 10 Students
With the changing Covid-19 situation, the Duke of Edinburgh’s Head Office are allowing the adaptations to the
Award as outlined on their website until 31 December 2020. They recognise that the impact of Covid-19 is
significant for many participants and are continuing to be flexible, so that everyone can continue with their Award
in creative ways, keeping their progress on track.
Glendowie College would prefer that students continue to complete the Bronze Award by signing up to
the ‘Qualifying Journey’ as planned with Bigfoot Adventures.
Option 1
31 October/1 November 2020 Karangahake Gorge (transport included - $210.00)
Option 2
7/8 November 2020

Karangahake Gorge (transport included - $210.00)

Students who were booked for the ‘Qualifying Journey’ over Labour Weekend (24/25 October) should contact
Chelle at Bigfoot Adventures directly on doe@bigfootadventures.co.nz to change to one of the above options.
However, if neither of the above options are suitable, Bigfoot Adventures are offering students the opportunity to
complete the Award by taking part in a single day of ‘Qualifying Assessments’. This will be held on Saturday 21
November, from 9am to 4:30pm, at a regional park location which will be confirmed. This will cost $105.00 per
person. Transport is not included for programmes within Auckland. Participants on this day will be expected to be
well prepared to demonstrate all the skills expected at ‘Qualifying’. Guidelines are available on request from Bigfoot
Adventures, please email Chelle, doe@bigfootadventures.co.nz.
Please note it is recommended that students who wish to progress to Silver complete the full ‘Qualifying Journey’,
otherwise a number of participants will not have done any overnight tramping, which involves 3 days and 2
overnights for both Practice and Qualifying, within the Award programme prior to Silver.

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh – 2020 Year 9 Students
Any students who are in Year 9 and who turn 14 before 31 December 2020 can sign up to the Bronze Award this
year and begin their ‘Skills, Physical Recreation and Service’ sections. Students can sign up to the ‘Online Record
Book’. Both practice tramps and qualifying tramps will take place next year (2021) when all participants, including
students in their year group who do not turn 14 until next year, are in Year 10 . The dates for the training and
practice tramps are as follows:
Option 1
13 March 2021
20-21 March 2021
Option 2
3-5 April 2021

Training at Glendowie College - $90.00
Practice Tramp at Karangahake Gorge (this will be different to the three-day camp
advertised in the meeting earlier this year by Bigfoot Adventures) - $210.00
Training and Practice combo journey at Northern Kaimais and Karangahake Gorge (the
same journey advertised by Bigfoot Adventures in the earlier meeting this year, involving
off track navigation and 2 nights away for the price of 1) - $300.00

‘Qualifying Journey’ dates for the 2021 Bronze programme, and all dates for the 2021 Silver programme, will be
communicated early in 2021. Please refer to the school website for further information:
https://www.gdc.school.nz/co-curricular/leadership/duke-of-edinburgh-award/
Mr Richard Thompson, Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Coordinator
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EPro8 Challenge
The EPro8 Challenge is an engineering and problem-solving
competition. The competition involves building large-sized structures
to solve practical problems using a provided kit to earn points. Every
year over 10,000 students from 800 schools from throughout New
Zealand take part in this challenge.
Eight groups of students from Glendowie College participated in the
competition this year. In the senior division, one of our groups came
first in the regional competition and has qualified to compete in the
final rounds in October. In the junior division, one of our groups qualified for the semi-finals which take place in
November. This competition has provided the students with the opportunity to exhibit 21st-century skills such as
problem-solving, creativity, collaboration and teamwork.

Ms Jeelie Christopher, Technology Faculty

Goethe Society German Language Oral Competition (University of Auckland)
On 1 August 2020, a team of four Year 9 students and one Year 12 student
participated in a German speaking competition.
Congratulations to Holly Harding who participated to an outstanding level and
achieved First place overall.
We are also so proud of our brave Year 9 team who did so well on behalf of the
school after engaging with the language for only 6 months.
•
•
•
•

Juno Anderson - Commended
Katie Anderson - Highly Commended
Michelle Hendry - Commended
Edie Mitchell - Highly Commended

(left to right) Katie Anderson,
Juno Anderson and Michelle
Hendry. Absent - Edie Mitchell.

The students will participate in a prize giving ceremony in November. Thank you to the students’ parents for
facilitating and encouraging them. Congratulations!
Mrs Sarrah Shapley and Ms Anna Vincent, Languages Faculty
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Rūaumoko Charity supporting City Mission!
For the first five and a half weeks of the term, Rūaumoko were
collecting non-perishable food and hygiene items for The
Auckland City Mission. Fundraising for this incredible charity
has been amazing – seeing Glendowie College students,
teachers and their families come together to donate for those
in need. While lockdown made collecting donations a little
difficult, the timing only highlighted just how great the need is
for so many families and individuals. I would like to thank
everyone for their generosity!
We collected 1000 cans, 571 other non-perishable items, 12 Family Food Parcels
and $1,070.60 in cash donations, which is mind-blowing and will make a huge
difference to those who need it most. Not only have we helped people, we also had
fun doing it!
A highlight for me was collecting over 20 banana boxes in my tiny little Mazda – never have I wished that I had a
reversing camera more!! There has been a huge amount of effort behind the scenes to achieve this, and I would
like to thank Ms Harduar, Mr Keshav and all the students who helped, for their amazing work. Thanks again
Glendowie!!!
Maddie Thompson (13KAU)

Gold CREST Programme
The CREST programme, run by the Royal
Society of New Zealand, is an internationally
recognised programme that aims to
progress the development of an inquiry
culture, particularly in the subject areas of
Science and Technology (incorporating
Engineering). Gold CREST requires students
to expand their knowledge of specific
techniques, language and to analyse
methods used in their area of research.
Student achievement is assessed on creativity, perseverance and the application of
knowledge.
Gold CREST is a major step-up from the Silver CREST Programme. We were fortunate
to be selected as one of two teams admitted into the Gold CREST 2020 national
level. Our Gold CREST project is a Virtual Reality driving simulator aimed at
teenagers and those who are trying to get their learners licence.
Attending seminars hosted by the Gold CREST organisers is proving to be a very challenging but fulfilling experience.
As we were challenged to produce work of great calibre, this programme has allowed us to develop our technical
and report writing skills,. We found the programme very rewarding as it helped us to obtain a wide range of skills
including working with external IT consultants and stakeholders. This week, we had our progress meeting with our
CREST advisor, Carol Pound, and consultant, Nishal Thomas, to get productive feedback on our journey. We look
forward to seeing what the programme will offer us in the future.
Sujaanan Jeyaseelan and Benjamin Hunt, Year 12 Creative & Digital Technology
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Year 13PHE Aquathon
The Year 13PHE students recently competed in the
Annual Year 13PHE Aquathon Assessment at the
YMCA Lagoon Pool & Leisure Centre. The Year
13PHE class have been training for the 400m swim
and 5km run for 6 weeks during Term 3 at the Sacred
Heart Pool and YMCA Lagoon Pool, Panmure.
The finishing times were impressive, with Ollie Heafield 13CAR winning with the men’s
fastest time of 30:51 and Jodie Barclay 13THS finishing with the fastest women’s time of
35:44. Well done to both winners and to all those who participated, and a big thank you to
YMCA Lagoon Pool & Leisure Centre for hosting the event.

Ms Fiona Smith, Health and Physical Education Faculty

Year 11 Business Studies Market Day 2020
Like all our students, the 2020 class of Year 11
Business Studies students have had to deal with
many disruptions to their learning. They have also
experienced the challenge of being entrepreneurs
and starting a business during our second round of
lockdown.
Despite all the challenges, the students managed
to create a business, develop products, find new
ways of promoting and selling them, and were
hugely successful in their endeavours. There was
hard work, fun and profits made on this Market
Day on 11 September 2020. Staff and students
could choose from bubble tea, quesadillas,
nachos, crepes, dough nuts, face masks, beeswax
wraps and many other amazing products. They
pre-ordered them and products were delivered to
their classrooms while still maintaining a safe
social distance.
This Market Day was a great success and an
amazing example of GDC students’ ability to adapt
and overcome.
Mr Ruan van Aswegen, Social Sciences Faculty
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Te Rātaka a Tētahi Kohine – The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank
The Holocaust Centre of New Zealand inspires and empowers action against antisemitism,
discrimination and apathy by remembering, educating and bearing witness to the Holocaust.
They are the publisher and distributor of ‘Te Rātaka a Tētahi Kohine’ – ‘The Diary of a Young
Girl’ by Anne Frank in Te Reo Māori in 2019. As part of Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori, the Holocaust
Centre has provided Glendowie College with a complimentary copy of this taonga.
Anne’s experiences and thoughts during that terrible time in world history are poignant and
relevant for the world we live in today. Anne was optimistic – “in spite of everything I still
believe that people are really good at heart.”
Tēnā koutou, ko Melisa Chase tōku ingoa. Nō te uri o Tuwharetoa me te waka o Tainui
ahau. Ko au te pou whakaako reo Maōri ki tēnei kura. Nōku te waimārie, nōku te māhaki
ki te tū mai ai.
I feel fortunate and humbled to be part of the Glendowie whānau as the Te Reo Māori
teacher.
I love having books around me, and I am constantly adding to our Te Reo Māori collection
each year. I believe in the power of having good literature in a space designed for learning,
so we now have a variety of dictionaries, and some language learning books. Adding to
that, a range of free journals written for primary schools. So, let’s be frank here, there has been a scarcity of great
resources and literature available in Te Reo Māori across Aotearoa, leaving Te Reo Māori speakers unable to
experience a vast range of rich global literature in our chosen language. Therefore, this pukapuka and books like
this (Hare Pota me te Whatu Manapou – Harry Potter & the Philosopher's Stone) are taonga (precious). Having this
beauty in my classroom (I’ll be honest, it’ll probably live more at my home) makes my heart soar, nō reira, ngā mihi
nunui ki te Holocaust Centre for your koha to our college. An old whakataukī/proverb describes how I feel perfectly:
Ahakoa he iti, he pounamu
although it is small, the value is most precious
Nā Melisa Chase, Languages Faculty and Ms Michelle Simpson, Social Sciences Faculty

Parents’ Association
Christmas Harmony Hams Fundraiser
Please support the Parents’ Association Christmas
Fundraiser by purchasing your Harmony Cooked on the
Bone Hams. $65 (4kg) and $75 (4½ kg) free-range hams
are available.
Sales will close on 21 October 2020 (Wednesday) and the
hams will be delivered to the college for collection on 4
December 2020 (Friday)
To place your order, please visit:
https://www.trybooking.co.nz/FFV
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Entertainment Book 2020/2021

To order, please click on the following link: https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/102r353
Sara Haddon, Parents’ Association Chairperson
https://www.facebook.com/GlendowieCollegeParentsAssociation/ or Gdcparents@gmail.com

Orewa Holiday Surf Programme
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Mindful Parenting Course
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Eastern Athletics
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