glendowie news
Friday, 16th September 2022

Kia Ora Tātou

Upcoming Events:
Please note these events are subject to
change based on the government’s
Covid status announcement

I must begin this newsletter acknowledging the passing
of Queen Elizabeth II. Whatever our thoughts of the need
and purpose of the monarchy, Queen Elizabeth II was our
Head of State, and her values and sense of service are to
be admired. She deserves our respect.

September

Over the past week or so, a quote from Winston
Churchill, her first Prime Minister, has been shared. It is ‘the further
backward you look, the further forward you can see.’
The same sentiment is expressed in the whakatauki. Titiro whakamuri,
kokiri whakamua.

17-18

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze
Qualifying Journey 1 (All Day)

19-21

Senior Exams

20

Rowing Fundraiser
(7pm-9pm, Staffroom)

21

Board Meeting
(6pm-9pm, Boardroom)

Look back and reflect so you can move forward.
The college is working through a consultative process to develop its next
three-year Strategic Plan. Part of that process is to look at the current plan.
Events of the past three years have made us all reflect on what is important,
and these priorities need to be reflected in the college’s vision and values.
The sentiments outlined above of looking backward to move forwards
resonate with the work we are doing.

27&28 GDC Film Fest
(7pm-10pm, Hall)

The current vision is for ‘Glendowie College to be one of New Zealand’s
foremost schools.’ This vision will change. The survey feedback and focus
group discussions wanted a vision that:

26-30

Environment Week

29

Haka Competition

30

GDC Film Awards Night
(7pm-9pm, Hall)

30

Year 13 Activity Day

30

End of Term 3

• removes the word ‘foremost’ from the school vision statement

October

• has a more student-centred vision statement

4-6

Duke of Edinburgh Silver Final
Journey (Option 1) (All Day)

17

Term 4 Starts

18

Music Trip to APO Evening
Performance (selected
students)
(6:30pm-10:15pm)

18

Rowing Fundraiser
(7pm-9pm, Staffroom)

• has a vision that reflects the school and not as part of a competition

with other schools/ranking
• has a vision statement that is less ‘vague’ and clearly reflects our

values
• has student success as the focus
• refers to the future

Another important aspect raised was to ensure the college values are aligned
with and underpin the vision. Further feedback on strategic plan progress
will be provided over the course of the remainder of the year.
Tournament Week
Congratulations to all teams that participated in Tournament Week.
Although some teams may have been disappointed with their final placings,
the feedback about attitude, commitment and behaviour has been very positive.
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(For a full list of upcoming events,
please visit the calendar on the
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The Girls’ Hockey team who went to Gisborne gained bronze medals while the Underwater Hockey teams had an
outstanding tournament. The two girls’ teams were placed 6th and 7th in New Zealand while the Junior Open were
runners -up and the Senior Open were national champions. Ryan Lock (13NAI) was named the ‘Top Male Player’ of
the tournament. This meant that Glendowie College received the trophy for ‘Top School’ in the country. It is also
pleasing to note that the Senior Open team was coached by Jackson Godfrey, a former student. It is great when
former students continue to be involved with the college.
The Boys’ Field Hockey team should be acknowledged for the way they conducted themselves. It is rare for a
principal to receive emails from a parent of an opposing team and an umpire praising the way a team has behaved.
The motel owner where they were staying also had positive things to say. Well done boys, you are a credit to
yourselves and the college.
Ngā mihi nui
Gordon Robertson
Principal

Examination Supervisors Wanted
The NCEA Examinations run from 7 November to 2 December 2022. Our Exam Centre Manager requires supervisors
throughout this period. This role often suits university students or retirees and does not require any qualification.
Training will be given.
If you, or someone you know, is interested in being a supervisor, please email Mr Andre Worsnop at
wnp@gdc.school.nz.

SHORT and LONG TERM Homestays Families Wanted!
Kind and welcoming families are required to provide homestay accommodation for international students. We are
expecting a number of new international students to arrive from a range of different countries in Term 4 and into
2023.
Inviting an overseas student into your home and family not only benefits the student, but the hosting families will
also enjoy the cultural enrichment hosting brings into their home. There will be a mixture of short and long-term
students arriving. The International team at Glendowie College value the support and care that our homestay
families provide, which enables our students to have a wonderful experience while studying at the college. The
International team and our Homestay company are available to assist homestay families throughout the student's
stay.
For further information re payment, please contact Ms Lesley Walker (wlk@gdc.school.nz) or Mrs Rebecca
Johnstone (joh@gdc.school.nz) or telephone 575 9128 Ext 125 or 135.
Ms Lesley Walker, Director of International Students
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GDC Sustainability – Clothes Swap!

Glendowie College Welcomes Back International Students
At the beginning of Term 3, after two and a half years, we
were very happy to welcome back new international students
to Glendowie College. We added fifteen new students to our
fifteen remaining international students who had opted to
stay at Glendowie College during the COVID 19 era.
Some of our new students were short term, some long
term and a few are trying out Glendowie College to find out if
they would like to study with us in 2023. They came from
France, Japan, Korea, Thailand, Bora Bora, Belgium, and
Brazil. For some students improving their English has been
enough, for others they have joined sports teams and music groups adding their talent to our efforts at the KBB
Secondary Schools Festival. Participating in the 11 Business Studies Market Day was a fun experience for the
students involved.
Well looked after by our Domestic students, the international students have been a lovely addition to our classes.
Ms Lesley Walker, Director of International Students
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Te Wiki o te reo Māori
How did we participate in Te Wiki o te reo Māori at GDC?
Hurō! (Exciting!) It’s that time of the year again where we can
deliberately celebrate and encourage the learning of our indigenous
language here in Aotearoa.
The following activities ran for Te Wiki o te reo Māori this week. These
activities were not gender specific, so were open to everyone.
Monday to Friday
(1) Morning Tea
Learning the Tik Tok Poi Challenge
(2) Lunch time
Learning Ka Mate Haka, the full version.
At the end of the term, we have our annual House Haka Competition. Students have been learning the school haka
and a waiata all term, personalising it to reflect the character of their houses. The last whole house competition
was in 2019, so we are in the process of rejuvenating this tradition. This year’s event will be the first time our Year
9’s, 10’s and 11’s have been part of a Haka Competition here at Glendowie College. It’s exciting to see our rangitahi
(youth) growing in confidence with their use of te reo Māori.
It has been a busy term of considering biculturalism and a rousing Haka Competition seems like a great way to end
this leg of our journey together.

Teachers Only Day at Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei Marae
On 26 August, Glendowie College staff spent our morning with Ngāti Whātua o
Ōrākei. One of our responsibilities as a school is to incorporate Matauranga
Māori (Māori knowledge) and an important part of this is building a relationship
with our local iwi. It really was a long time coming, and not only did we
represent our school with mana, but we were also graced by the manaakitanga
(hospitality) of Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei.
The morning started with half of the staff making the historical walk from
Okahu Bay up to the Takaparawhau (Bastion Point) and then to the marae.
Meanwhile, the rest of us waited in the crisp wind outside the waharoa (main
entrance). We adhered to the local tikanga (customs) with a karanga (female
call), whaikōrero (male speech) by Gordon Robertson and Andre Worsnop and
supported with well harmonized staff waiata (songs).
The rest of the morning was spent in workshops where we were graced with
local stories which were definitely better than the history books. For Māori, the
power of relationship building, kanohi ki te kanohi (face to face) can never be
underestimated. It was such a privilege to be standing together on Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei whenua (land) and to enter
as guests of our local iwi but leave as whānau. At Glendowie College we understand this responsibility and are
dedicated to feeding our students with quality education, an understanding of biculturalism, Mana Ōrite (equality)
and to support them to be positive contributors to our community and environment.
Nāku te rourou, nāu te rourou, ka ora ai te iwi.
With your contribution (rourou - food basket) and my contribution, the people will thrive.
Nā Whaea Melisa Chase
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Underwater Hockey Championships
On 1 September 2022, 53 players, coaches and managers travelled to Wellington
to compete in the ‘36th New Zealand Secondary Schools National Underwater
Hockey Championships’ where 40 teams (10 in each grade) were competing for
the first time since 2019. Glendowie College qualified 4 teams with our results
at the regional qualifying tournaments in Auckland and Tauranga during
June/July 2022. We were one of only 2 schools in New Zealand to qualify a team
in every grade to attend this prestigious national tournament.
Teams played their round robin games and in their respective pools, Senior Open
and Junior Open seeded 1st, Senior Girls seeded 4th and Junior Girls seeded 3rd.
Senior Girls won their remaining 2 games to finish 7th.
Junior Girls unfortunately lost their quarter-final in a very tight game vs
Wellington Girls College in sudden death. They went on to place 6th.
Junior Open comprehensively beat Wellington High School and met Nelson
College in the final to earn a silver medal.
Senior Open beat Wellington High School in the semis to meet Wellington College
in the finals. It was an incredible game which was nil all at fulltime but was won
in sudden death extra time by Glendowie College 1-0.
Points allocated based on results saw Glendowie College retain the title of ‘Top
Underwater Hockey School’ in New Zealand for 2022.
Six Glendowie College players were recognised in the tournament team named
for each grade. In Junior Girls, Amy Cilliers (9MET), Junior Open, James Hay
(11JAN) and Joshua Dale (10MCE), and in Senior Open, Daniel Hoeglinger
(11SHN), Otis McKenzie (13GEE) and Ryan Lock (13NAI).
Senior Open captain Ryan Lock was also awarded ‘Top Male Player’ in New
Zealand.
We would like to thank our incredible coaches Rob Tinkler, Macayla Lock, Rachel
Tinkler, Alyshia Samuel, France-May Martel and Jackson Godfrey, and team
managers Wendy Smith, Roz Christensen, Sheryl Wu, Claire Diprose and Gill
Ramsbottom. Also, thanks to our teacher in charge, Ms Anna Vincent, and the
many families who came to Wellington to support the teams and helped with our
required scoring and camera duties.
Raelene Lock, Underwater Hockey Manager
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Gold CREST 2022
CREST programmes are awarded to students
who demonstrate research skills and
investigate
creative
and
innovative
technological solutions to practical problems.
These programmes are run and led by the
‘Royal Society of New Zealand’. Gold CREST is a
long programme of 6 terms which provides
opportunities for young people to take their
interest in STEM further using the higher levels of the CREST framework.
On 31 August 2022, our Gold CREST team, Justin Chen (13GEE), Max Davies
(13NAI) and Neal Grayson (13KHN) presented their work at the ceremony at
Glendowie College organised by the ‘Royal Society of New Zealand’. Dr Brent
Clothier, the President of the Royal Society of New Zealand and Dr Heidi de Ronde, the Gold CREST assessor
participated in the ceremony to present these prestigious awards and certificates to the students.
The team of three have demonstrated critical thinking, resilience and problem solving and persevered to complete
their work to a high standard. They designed and developed an autonomous vessel to tackle illegal fishing based
on their investigation around the issue. Well done team!
Ms Jeelie Christopher, Faculty of Technology

Ferrari Academy – Hayden Bakkerus (12CHS)
Congratulations to Hayden Bakkerus (12CHS) who has been selected as one of 24 drivers across Asia Pacific/
Oceania region to challenge for a place in ‘Ferrari Driver Academy’ to be held at Sepang Circuit Malaysia on 25-28
September 2022. Well done, Hayden!

phone: +64 9 575 9128

email: info@gdc.school.nz

website: www.gdc.school.nz

glendowie news
Rūaumoko House Charity 2022
Over the last few weeks, Rūaumoko House has been supporting Rua Pātaka, a social
supermarket run by the amazing Ruapōtaka Marae, for our 2022 house charity.
Our aim was to collect non-perishable items and raise as much money for Rūa Pātaka as
possible: a goal that we absolutely smashed, thanks to a variety of initiatives run by
Rūaumoko students throughout weeks 6 - 8.
One that was very popular was a Mufti Day on Wednesday 7 September where students
were able to shirk their regular school uniform by donating either a gold coin or a nonperishable item. We followed this with a bake sale on Friday 9 September which proved
hugely successful thanks to the delicious baking on offer and the option to use an Eftpos
machine (the days of cash are over). Innovatively, students could also purchase goods by
donating a non-perishable item, similar to the Rua Pātaka system itself!
Our efforts were rewarded with a phenomenal total of over $3,000 worth of goods and donations. Rūaumoko is
extremely grateful for the generous donations from the community, staff, and students, all of which will go directly
towards helping families in need. A special mention must be made of Charlotte Glover (13HRD) and Braxton Savage
(10COO), who donated $100 and $68 respectively.
Additionally, huge thanks go to Simon Fink-Jensen (13THR), the 2022 Rūaumoko Service Prefect, Ms Harduar, the
legendary Rūaumoko Dean, and to all the students and staff who volunteered to help out. From organisation to
poster-making, baking, selling, labelling, and/or lifting heavy boxes full of donated items, we could not have done
this without you. We would especially like to acknowledge Pak ‘n Save Glen Innes for organising enough stock so
that we could donate a further 100 of 1.5kg plain flour, 100 of 1.5kg of self-raising flour, 200 of 1Ltr UHT milk and
80 of 1kg powdered milk.

Awesome Rūaumoko volunteers run the bake sale.

Hungry students demand our delicious
baking (We nearly sold out at morning tea!)

Strong Rūaumoko lads transport boxes of donation
items (Look at the neat layout of goods!)

Tēnā koutou for your support,
Rūaumoko House and Ruapōtaka Marae.
Megan Cartwright (12GRY)
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Girls’ First XI Hockey
After two years of cancelled winter sports tournaments, the Girl's 1st XI
Hockey team was fortunate to attend tournament week in sunny Gisborne
and bring home a bronze!
Thanks to awesome teamwork, great defence, and excellent goals during
the round robin competition, we secured a spot in the top 4 playoffs. After
a rough semi-final against Te Puke High School, who would later place 1st,
we managed to keep our heads held high going into the 3rd/4th playoffs
against Kuranui High School. With our determination we secured the
bronze medal in a 3-1 win! Congratulations also to our fantastic goalie,
Kelsey, who was named MVP for the match.
Throughout the week we played our hearts out, with many bumps and bruises along the way, and our
determination, team spirit and excellent commitment showed through. I'm so proud of the team, who put so much
effort into this week. A big thanks to our coach, Rob, for all his work with us during the season and at tournament,
and to all our parents who made it possible for us to have this amazing experience. Tournament week was a perfect
end to the season and a great achievement in everyone's hockey career!
Aimee Thomas, Captain (12CGN)

Tonga Language Week
Two weeks before Tonga Language Week, a
small group was formed to plan the week’s
celebration. To enable students to step up and
become leaders the group was student-led (by
Caroline). We had all come up with ideas for
activities to host and nailed it down to the
‘Coconut Shredding House Competition’, which
was run across two days to give everyone who
wanted to participate a chance to shred a
coconut. We also wanted students to learn
about Tongan terms and depictions of our
traditional cultural dances, so we had educational posters with photographs
posted throughout the school, and we performed a Tongan dance in our
assembly.
Uike lea fakatonga started on 4 September and ran until 10 September. The
‘Coconut Shredding House Competition’ turned out to be unexpectedly
awesome. The number of competitors we had from different houses was
huge. Winners were awarded with sweets. At the end of the competition, Tāwhirimātea came 4th, winning 2 rounds;
Tangaroa came 3rd, winning 3 rounds; Tāne Mahuta came 2nd, winning 5 rounds and Rūaumoko were the winners
of the ‘Coconut Shredding House Competition’, winning a total of 6 rounds! A huge thank you to everyone who
participated in the competition. It was great to see our school participating in helping ke tu'uloa 'a e lea faka-Tonga
'i Aotearoa.
Francesca Pome’e (11WHI)
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EPro8 Challenge
The EPro8 Challenge is a competition, an engineering and problem-solving race. Every year, over 9000 students
from 800 schools throughout New Zealand take part in this competition. Each team of four is based at a workstation
containing an impressive assortment of easy-to-use parts and equipment. Teams compete in a variety of tasks such
as building large sized structures, engineering using pulleys, motors, gears, wheels and axles, constructing electronic
circuits and inventing machines that can complete simple tasks.
The first round for 2022 was held during the month of August in Auckland. Five of our teams from the heats made
it to the EPro8 Semi-Finals, three from the Junior level and two from the Senior level. In the Semi-Finals which took
place at the Diocesan School for Girls during the first week of September, all these qualified teams participated. It
was amazing to watch the teams work collaboratively to solve the problems showing resilience and enthusiasm.
Finally, all these five teams qualified for the Grand Finals which will be held at AUT, Engineering Faculty on 27 and
28 September 2022.
Finalists are listed as below:
Senior – Justin Chen (13GEE), Max Davies (13NAI), Kieran Joe (13NAI), Lewis Azzopardi (13THR)
Senior – Jack Sutherland (11SWY), Max Ly (11SOH), Keith Looi (11SWY), Abinayan Jeyaseelan (11SLD)
Junior – Rebecca Bowler (10COO), Maddi Elliott (10MCB), Rhianna Brewer (10STN), Isobel Mitchell (10KSV)
Junior – Ben McNally (10STN), Lilly Chapman (10MCE), Will Dickson (10KSV), Alexander Heaton (10KSV)
Junior – Oliver Foley (10CHP), Seb Tobin (10SNG), Jamie Cartwright (10KSV), Alexander Scrymgeour (10COO)

Mrs Jeelie Christopher, Technology Faculty
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Auckland Writers Festival
Earlier this term, over 80 students from our school attended the
2022 Auckland Writers Festival. We had the opportunity to listen to
various authors and poets who ranged from a British American
physicist who has written a dystopian thriller to a New Zealand
writer who has written about the Springbok Tour. The speaker we
enjoyed the most was Mohamed Hassan, a writer and journalist,
who performed some of his poetry which was about his experiences
with racism in New Zealand. The way his poetry flowed was really
engaging, and successfully created an emotional response in the
audience. Attending the Writers Festival, allowed us to learn and
immerse ourselves in new writing styles and exposed us to new authors. We all really enjoyed this experience,
thank you to all the teachers who helped make this happen.
Abigail Francis (10RGS) and Eloise Hulbert (10RGS)

Spoken Word Competition
With help and support from Ms Blackmore and Mr Reynolds five
students represented Glendowie College at the semi-finals of the
Auckland Secondary Schools’ Spoken Word Competition – ‘Word - The
Front Line’. Team members were Paneh Espiritu (13SHH), Kate Pratt
(12KAR), Katerina Lontzetidou (10SRM), Anastasia Lontzetidou
(10MCE), and Jono Sayal (13NAI). The team also received incredible
support, help and guidance from our Coach, poet Olivia Hall.
The semi-finals started with Ken Arkind, the host, saying “A study was
made in the United States about the most common fears. The first one
was public speaking. The second one was death…let that sink in.” Every
participant on that day stood up to their front line and tackled one of the hardest things known to mankind.
The GDC team viewed spoken word poetry as a way to build connections and challenge ourselves. After making it
to the semi-finals, we planned, wrote, attended many meetings, and collaborated, to create three diverse and
original poems that we were proud of.
The competition was held on Saturday, 3 September in the Auckland Town Hall Concert Chamber. The day was
exhilarating. We arrived at 10:30am to get ourselves prepared, and families, teachers, friends, and our supporters
started to arrive at 1pm. We presented what was the result of many hours of creativity and hard work.
To replace our nervousness with energy and excitement, one by one, all the poets piled onto the stage and had a
dance off. It was one of the few times of this whole journey where we forgot about the competition and viewed
our competitors as nothing but amazing poets. What followed shortly after, however, was a memorable experience
we will all treasure. It was competition time.
From solos to group pieces, each poem conveyed an important message. Clicks (the way of showcasing
appreciation) filled the room. Our first poem was about not mistaking kindness for a weakness, the second about
family dynamics, and the final one was about queerness. All the poets put in 100% effort, but most importantly, we
all challenged the number one fear known to mankind.
Katerina Lontzetidou (10SRM) and Anastasia Lontzetidou (10MCE)
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Pat Hanly Creativity Awards
Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki hosted the annual ‘Pat Hanly Creativity Awards’ on Thursday 8 September 2022
recognising 88 talented senior visual art students from 47 secondary schools and kura throughout the greater
Tāmaki Makaurau region.
Presented by the Gallery for the last two decades, the ‘Pat Hanly Creativity Awards’ have become an important
milestone and accolade for some of Aotearoa’s most ambitious, young creative talent. Through these awards, we
aim to empower the upcoming artists of Tāmaki Makaurau, giving them a life-long connection to the arts and an
opportunity to continue creating,’ said Auckland Art Gallery Director Kirsten Lacy.
The awards are an acknowledgement, too, of the critical role of schools, kaiako, whānau and parents in
championing students with their mahi and encouraging them along artistic paths.
Congratulations to Demi Jonassen, who has been recognised. Well done, Demi!
“Art is a vital part of my everyday life because it gives me space to think and express
my ideas. I am in my last year of high school, and I am constantly challenged with more
assignments, busy classes, and less free time for myself. Through my painting, I have
an opportunity to let my brain roam freely, which is essential for my wellbeing. During
these busy periods like exam season, I am at a creative halt, and this impacts my mental
health immensely. My imagination feels congested, and I become anxious as I have no
time to express my creative self. I am very proud of how I have adapted and developed
my views and opinions through my own artwork. Since first exploring painting four and
a half years ago at high school, I have learnt that art isn’t always about precision and
accuracy. My art is about capturing the energy and emotions of a particular moment
and letting that moment travel through each viewer as they experience my imagery
and reflect on the impact it has on them.”
“Receiving a certificate at the ‘Pat Hanley’ awards was a great experience because of the culture and celebration of
the evening. Not only was it a welcoming environment, but I was inspired by the students from across Auckland
whose work was displayed at the event. I am very grateful to have received the award, as it has boosted my
confidence before I go on to study creative arts at university next year.” Demi Jonassen (13HRD)
Mr Patrick Carrigan, Faculty of Arts
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Netsafe – Help with Online Bullying, Abuse and Harassment
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Youth Basketball New Zealand (YBNZ)

Here is the registration form link to secure your spot: https://forms.gle/LmUGFHyZvYxzMnvk7.
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New Zealand’s Census – Positions Available
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